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At the turn of this Century, the United Nations adopted the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) 2001-2015, to lift the world out of poverty. Building
on the success of the MDGs, the United Nations adopted in September 2015 a
further 15-year global action plan (2016-2030) focused on the 17 UN



Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to achieve the sustainable development
of developing countries. The achievements of the UN MDGs were in no small
measure due to the development model of Asia Pacific of building inclusive
infrastructure and nurturing indigenous small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in
manufacturing and services sectors. The leaders were the four Asian Tiger
economies, followed by other ASEAN nations and China. The underpinning factor
was their sustained investment in engineering and technological human capacity
development. In 2005, the Group of G77 and China held the 2™ Summit in Doha
and urged UNESCO to enhance engineering and technological human and
institutional capacity in developing countries. As a result, the UNESCO
International Science, Technology and Innovation Centre for South-South
Cooperation (ISTIC) was launched in May 2008 in Kuala Lumpur. ISTIC was hosted
by Malaysia as her contribution to assist sustainable development of sister
developing countries through science, technology and innovation. As the
achievement of the inclusive SDGs would require greater collaborative efforts by
South countries through South-South Cooperation, ISTIC in 2015 proposed the
formation of the Academy of Engineering and Technology of the Developing
World (referred hereinafter as AETDEW) to mobilise the engineering,
technological and scientific communities in government, industry, academia and
civil societal organisations of G77 nations to help them achieve the UN SDGs
based on the SDG premise “Leave No One Behind”. AETDEW was registered in
Malaysia and launched in Kuala Lumpur in May 2017. Currently AEDTEW
membership includes 2 Honorary Fellows, 176 Fellows from G77 countries and 8
Foreign Fellows. AETDEW primary focus is to enhance the indigenous engineering
and technological human and institutional capacities of G77 nations through the
Belt and Road Initiative that has been embraced by the whole of the developing
world.
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In 2016, under the specific guidance of the “School Planning, Construction
and Development Center” of the Ministry of Education of China, the Sugon
Ruiyi Education Cooperation Center initiated and implemented the
“Data@China The Hundred Universities Project”, (hereinafter referred
as DCHUP) which aims at selecting 100 colleges or universities throughout
China and establishing therein the Sugon Big Data and Artificial
Intelligence (Al) Application Innovation Centers, which integrate talent
cultivation, scientific research support, industrial applications, and social
services through establishing “Sugon Big Data and Al Academy” and
building “Big Data and Al Application Collaborative Innovation Network”.
The Project focuses on the combination of key Big Data and Al
technologies and key national industry applications. Up to now, the number
of colleges or universities which have been selected throughout China is
over 70, and more than 30 Big Data and AI Academies have been
established where teaching and research innovation work have already
begun.

AT RHPESFEEITIS—F—BERNHETREIE, ATFRATE
PSRRI AR —H— B ERIIRSEEKFE. B —H—BExREH
BRFHERBERANKAAT, AT INE—F—EEZREEBEMNEIIER-
IRFNMEIR K, RERPERIFERAB (The Academy of Engineering and
Technology of the Developing World, [EFR“AETDEW”) SHEZHBERSUEFE
BRIFEIMB (Data@China, Hundred University Project [BF#R“DCHUP”) &R 4F
i, N —HREREAIN SRR
In order to promote the educational exchange and cooperation of higher
education institutions between China and their counterparts in countries
along the Belt and Road, to utilize the leading information technology of
China to upgrade the science and technology education institutions in the
countries along the Belt and Road, to cultivate engineering and innovative
talents with advanced information and communication technologies, and
also to improve the infrastructure and maintenance of national information
and communication network of the countries along the Belt and Road,
AETDEW and DCHUP of the Ministry of Education of China, after

friendly consultation, both agree to reach the following cooperation
intentions:

. NS HRENERTIEREF RS A RPERNAFEE LB, B
FHRPERFAUS—H—BERIRFEISHERR, BRETUT8HLE
BREEES: ICT TURIZE, AR, HBEMXLATRRIE,
ERRTEHFNEIN. BF. HIEMETERS,



Both parties jointly promote the establishment of a mechanism for
communication and exchange between member universities of the Project
in China and universities and professional training institutions in other
B&R countries. The qualified Chinese universities can establish
partnerships with qualified universities and professional training
institutions in other B&R countries, and combine the advantages of both
parties to nurture ICT students and to conduct regular academic,
educational and cultural exchanges, including but not limited to mutual
recognition of academic credits and degrees, study abroad fellowships,
advanced studies and study tours.
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Both parties select qualified universities to establish AETDEW ICT
science and technology talent training bases in China among member
universities of the Project, to provide training services that are in demand
in B&R countries, and to undertake and organize related training activities
regularly according to requirements of AETDEW. All or part of the
training-related cost for the participants from B&R countries could be
borne by the qualified Chinese universities.
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Both parties work together to rally policy or financial support from the
Chinese government including the National Development and Reform
Commission, the Ministry of Education, and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to promote the economic, cultural, and educational exchange
activities of the B&R Initiative; and assist AETDEW through South-South
Cooperation in helping developing countries achieve the UN SDGs by
promoting progress in engineering and scientific and technological
innovation in developing countries.
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Both parties work conscientiously and expeditiously to reach the desired target
6f 100 qualified universities and colleges in China and corresponding 100
universities and professional training institutions in other B&R countries so that
the Project will become the “Information B&R Double Hundred Universities
Project” in accordance with the aspirations of the B&R Initiative of Mutual
Respect and Win-Win Partnership.
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In order to achieve the above objectives, both parties jointly establish an
executive office and workgroups to cooperate with each other to meet the
commitment. The director of the AETDEW workgroup is Mr. Lee Yee Cheong,

and the dll’BCt@ﬁzOf the Pro;ect workgroup is Mr. Xie Ou.
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