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IEM President Professor Jeffrey Chiang Moderated Q&A Session with the 
Two Keynote Speakers











Professor Tan Chee Fai. IEMTA Executive Director Moderating Training Session









Professor Jenny Yan Closing the Training Course



Group Photo After Closing of Training Course



AETDEW Incoming President Choo Kok Beng and AETDEW Secretary General Louis Tay 
Hosted Dinner for Professor Jenny Yan and Trainers from China after Close of the Training 
Course



Technical Visit to East Coast Rail Link at Genting







          
              

                
           

       
 
Under the Belt and Road Initiative BRI, China has been building major infrastructure 

projects in developing countries and completing them in five years or so, whilst the host 
countries have to operate and maintain these very expensive infrastructure assets from 30-
50 years. In my opinion. building institutional and human resources capacity in operation 
and maintenance of infrastructure in South countries is most urgent. So also the provision 
of adequate annual financing resources for infrastructure operation and maintenance

          

              

                

           

      

This Inaugural Sustainable Railway Infrastructure and Its Maintenance Training Course 

with Trainers from the China Railway Academy led by Professor Jenny Yan and Malaysian 

Trainers is the beginning of the realization of my proposal for the South South Institute for 

Infrastructure Maintenance Malaysia (SSIIMM) 2016 when I was the Chairman of 

UNESCO International Science, Technology and Innovation Centre for South South 
Cooperation (ISTIC).

.

Infrastructure Projects under BRI are built to Chinese engineering standards, Chinese 
designs, Chinese manufacture and Chinese construction using AI, robotics and associated 
advanced digital technologies. SSIIMM cannot operate without partners from  
infrastructure corporations from China. 



I am very grateful that Professor Jenny Yan of the China RailwayAcademy 
(CRA) has come forward to consider positively to be the China Partner in 
SSIIMM. Professor Jenny Yan is the former President of the World Tunneling 
Association and the foremost tunneling expert in China and in the world. I am 
also indebted to IEM President Professor Jeffrey Chiang and ISTIC 
Chairman Professor Basyaruddin for their strong support of SSIIMM.
SSIIMM can now be seriously considered to be set up under ISTIC and IEM 
with the support of CRA from China.
Why SSIIMM in Malaysia? Many infrastructure projects in Malaysia have 
been undertaken by the private sector in BOT mode. Project funding is by 
“Non Recourse Financing” with only the project as collateral . Thus, banks 
would insist that every infrastructure asset is kept in good repair and 
maintenance to assure that adequate revenue is generated throughout the 
project economic life to repay the project loans.



Infrastructure Assets and their Operation and Maintenance in Malaysia are 
up to world standard. 

Malaysia has the added advantages of being active member of the UN, the 
Commonwealth, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, APEC, ASEAN etc. 
Malaysia is a multi-ethnic, multi-culture, multi-language, multi-religion nation 
whose people interact wih ease of peoples from all over the world. 

Malaysia’s international relations is anchored on “Prosper Thy Neighbours”. 

By The Way, ISTIC Chairman Professor Basyaruddin (Left) Met Up with 
WFEO President Mustafa Shebu in St Petersburg Russia mid November 2024. 
WFEO agree to support ISTIC’s Maintenance of Infrastructure Program 
under SSIIMM. This is a happy coincidence as I first met Professor Jenny Yan 
in WFEO General Assembly in Prague, October 2023!



Outcomes from this very successful Inaugural Training Course on 
Sustainable Railway Infrastructure and Its Maintenance :

The Next Sustainable Railway Infrastructure and Its Maintenance will be 
held in CRA Head Office, Chengdu China during the first half of 2025

IEM/ISTIC propose a high level ASEAN-China Conference on Sustainable 
Railway and Urban Metro Network Development in Kuala Lumpur, August 
2025. Malaysia is ASEAN Chairman 2025

 
CRA will explore the holding of the Railway Infrastructure and Maintenance 

Training Course in Nigeria in 2025



On behalf of IEM, ISTIC and AETDEW, I would like to offerng  my grateful 
thanks to (i) Professor Jenny Yan for bringing such a competent team of 
trainers from China and for getting AIIB interested in the Sustainable 
Railway Infrastructure and Its Maintenance Training Courforse; (ii) 
AETDEW Fellow Goh Peng Ooi for his generous donation enabling IEM 
Technical Divisions to participate ; and (iii) YTL Power Berhad for sending 
the largest number of participants to the Training Course.

Finally my deepest appreciation to the staff of IEMTA for tirelessly working to 
assure the success of the Training Course.

All the training course lectures are availabe from:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uxuq6bjSb2lh57EOzCdKYUVHELa_3
D5B?usp=sharing 
  


