The Confucius-Aristotle-Buddha Symposium, Qufu 8-10 July 2024
and Beijing 10-11 July 2024

AETDEW President Dato Ir Lee Yee Cheong has been invited by Professor Jeffrey Sachs, President UN
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) /AETDEW Foreign Fellow, to the Confucius-
Aristotle-Buddha Symposium on Ancient Wisdom for Modern Challenges, which will take place in Qufu
and Beijing, China. Qufu is the birthplace of Confucius and a unique venue for world-leading thinkers
to draw the connections of our ancient wisdom traditions with our pressing global challenges

This is the third in the series of global meetings bringing together philosophers, policy experts, and
leaders in the new digital technologies, to consider the meeting points and divergences of the ancient
wisdom traditions, and to consider how we can draw on this vast bounty of knowledge to help us
confront challenges such as the environmental crises, challenges of war and peace, and governance
over the new cutting-edge technologies. Most importantly, we are searching for our common heritage
and shared values as we aim to promote peace and cooperation in the 21st century.

The first two meetings, in 2022 and 2023, were in Greece, the birthplace and home to Aristotle and to
the great traditions of Ancient Greek philosophy that continue to underpin core ideas of Western
civilization and indeed global civilization. This year's meeting will be in China, to celebrate the profound
wisdom and global impact of Ancient Chinese civilization, with a focus on Confucius and Confucianism.
As in the first two meetings, we aim to examine deeply the common and divergent approaches of
Aristotle, Confucius, and other wisdom traditions, and to explore the meaning of these great schools
of thought for our own time.

The Agenda of the Symposium (Attendance by invitation only) :
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Agenda
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Departure - Beijing — Qufu
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July 7 (or July 6) Arrive in Beijing
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2h 30min Train Ride from Beijing to Qufu
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Qufu
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July 8
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Morning Opening Ceremony and Keynote Speeches
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Afternoon Confucianism Assembly Hall of the Confucius Institute: High-level Dialogue
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Evening Attend the Performance
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July 9
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Morning Confucianism Assembly Hall of the Confucius Institute: High-level Dialogue
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Afternoon Confucius Museum: High-level Dialogue
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Qufu — Beijing
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July 10
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Morning Launch of Nishan Forum on World Civilizations with leading participation of C-A
Leaders
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Afternoon Visit the Temple of Confucius, Confucius Mansion, etc.
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EveningTrain Ride from Beijing to Qufu
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July 11 Tsinghua University: High-level Dialogue
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July 12 Tsinghua University: High-level Dialogue
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Topics
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Global Ethics
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Global Education
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Global Governance
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A global community of shared future
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Common Values of Humanity
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Virtue Ethics
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Similarities and Differences between Eastern and Western Philosophies
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Comparative Philosophy
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Contemporary Significance of Ancient Wisdom
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Social Governance and Common Values
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The Challenges of Artificial Intelligence to Philosophy
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Indra’s Net: Ecology as a Methodology
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Sustaining the Mind: From Embodied Skill to Al Platform
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Public Dimensions in Polity: Governance, Wealth and Ethnic Groups
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Civilization in History: Principle, Transfiguration and Rebirth
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Historical and Philosophical Perspectives and Contemporary Practices on the Commons
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Steering Committee of Symposium
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Jeffrey SACHS, President of the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network and
University Professor at Columbia University [Chair of the Steering Committee]
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Bryan VAN NORDEN, James Monroe Taylor Chair in Philosophy at Vassar College (USA)
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CHEN Lai, Dean of the Academy of Chinese Learning and Professor of Philosophy at
Tsinghua University
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Demetra SFENDONI-MENTZOU, Professor Emerita of Philosophy of Science and Founding
President of the Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies at Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki
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FANG Xudong, Professor of Philosophy at East China Normal University
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FANG Zhaohui, Professor of the School of Humanities at Tsinghua University
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GUO Chengyan, Secretary-General of the Confucius Foundation and the Nishan World
Center for Confucian Studies, Vice Chairman of the Confucius Foundation, Vice Director of
the Nishan World Center for Confucian Studies
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Herta Nagl-Docekal, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Vienna
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Katja VOGT, Professor of Philosophy at Columbia University
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LI Yong, Professor of Philosophy and Associate Dean of the School of Philosophy at Wuhan
University
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LIU Jing, Associate Professor at the School of Philosophy and Social Development of
Shandong University
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LIU Zengguang, Associate Professor at the School of Philosophy, Renmin University of
China
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Maria Protopapas-Marneli, Research Director of the Research Centre on Greek Philosophy
at the Academy of Athens
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Owen FLANAGAN, James B. Duke University Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Duke
University

BROCFBIAIR, HRAFEZREE B RKFRELIR

Phoebe KOUNDOURI, Professor at Athens University of Economics and Business and
Technical University of Denmark, Co-Chair of UN SDSN Europe
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Rethy Kieth CHHEM, Professor and Dean of Center for Buddhist Al Ethics at CamTech
University
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Riccardo Pozzo, Professor and Chair of the History of Philosophy at Tor Vergata University
of Rome
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Stelios VIRVIDAKIS, Professor of Epistemology and Ethics at the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens
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TIAN Jie, Professor of Philosophy at Shandong University
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WANG Hui, Cheung Kong Chair Distinguished Professor and Director of the Tsinghua
Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences at Tsinghua University
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WEN Haiming, Professor of Philosophy at Renmin (People’s) University of China
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WU Fei, Professor of Philosophy and Director of the Ritual Research Center at Peking
University
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XUE Lan, Cheung Kong Chair Distinguished Professor and Dean of Schwarzman College at
Tsinghua University, Co-Chair of the Leadership Council of UN SDSN
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YAN Hairong, Professor of the Tsinghua Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities
and Social Sciences and Adjunct Professor of Sociology at Tsinghua University
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Organizers
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UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (UN SDSN)
BREE T HEARBRTTRENLE

Nishan World Center for Confucian Studies
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China Confucius Foundation
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Tsinghua University
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Partner Institutions
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Academy of Athens
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Interdisciplinary Center for Aristotle Studies (DIKAM) of the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki (AUTh) University Campus
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Program Manager
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Philo Wang (philo.w@columbia.edu), Senior Manager at UN SDSN
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