
Wisma Vertitech,
No.17B, Jln Kenari 4, Bandar Puchong Jaya,

47100. Puchong, Selangor Darul Ehsan,Malaysia,
Email: secretariat@aetdew.org

Proposal for the Islamic Maritime Silk Road
Academician Dato Ir. (Dr) Lee Yee CheongMalaysia
AETDEW President

1.0 Poverty Eradication and Belt and Road Initiative

The Academy of Engineering and Technology of the Developing World AETDEW
was established in Malaysia in 2017. The goal of AETDEW is to help developing
countries achieve the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030.
In my opinion, the most important SDG is the first goal, “Eradicate Poverty” ,
because poor countries do not possess the resources needed to achieve social,
economic and environmental development as required by the UN SDGs. We
must first satisfy the quantity of life: "food, clothing, housing and transportation"
or in Ch ine se (衣食住行) before we can enjoy the quality of life: "music, chess,
literature and painting" o r i n Ch i n e s e (琴 棋 书 画 ). Developing countries
must learn from China and emulate her spectacular success in lifting 800
million of her people out of poverty. This success is unparalleled in human
history. China has made her poor into an integral part of her community of
moderate prosperity or in Chinese “小康之家” so that they will not relapse into
poverty.

The foundation of China’s success in eradicating poverty is its extensive and
inclusive physical and virtual infrastructure. Ultra modern highways, high speed
rail, ports and airports assure that the most remote villages are becoming
part of China’s global supply chain. As President Xi Jinping often quotes
the Chinese saying: “If you want to get rich, build roads first” or in Chinese (要想

富先修路).

China’s infrastructure development is anchored by China’s world-leading
engineering and technology such as:
(i) High-speed rail networks;
(ii) Cross-sea bridges;
(iii) Multi-purpose water resource dams and reservoirs;
(iv) South-to-North Water Diversion Project;
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(v) Tunneling;
(vi) Broadband 5G network;
(vii) Supercomputers;
(viii) Aerospace development of rocket, spacecraft, Mars rover and
space station;
(ix) Modern airports;
(x) Modern ports;
(xi) Shipbuilding and transportation;
(xii) Rare earth industry;
(xiii) Solar photovoltaics, wind turbines and nuclear power reactors;
(xiv) Robotics;
(xv) Drones;
(xvi) Electric vehicles and batteries.

It is China's well-functioning infrastructure and smart manufacturing
that are the foundation of China's economic, social and environmental
achievements, supporting China to become "world factory with Chinese
characteristics" and "world market with Chinese characteristics."

China has been sharing her spectacular success in eradicating poverty with
developing countries through its “Global Development Initiative.” Since 2013, the
signature platform has been “the One Belt One Road Initiative (BRI) that has drawn
the developing countries closer together through infrastructure development
in their common endeavour in social, economic and environmental uplift through
South-South Cooperation. Nothing symbolizes the land Silk Road more
than the China-Europe freight rail service, replacing camels with trains.
Since the first China-Europe train was launched in Chongqing in
southwest China in March 2011, much ridiculed by the West, by the end
of February 2024, this China-Europe train has connected 120 Chinese
cities with 219 cities in 25 European countries. The China-Europe train
has completed 90,000 train trips, transporting more than 8.7 million
containers of goods worth more than US$380.0 billion. The China-
Europe freight train service has become the most reliable and
economical choice in global logistics. It is truly a lifeline for
landlocked countries in Central Asia, Eastern Europe and even Western
Europe.Nothing symbolizes the Maritime Silk Road than the fleet of
Chinese container ships that is the world’s largest fleet plying the seven
seas and making landfalls into ports in the developing world that are
equipped with intelligent loading, unloading and port management
systems that are supplied by Chinese companies.



2.0 Fusion of One Belt One Road Education Curriculum (OBOR Curriculum)

The success of BRI projects owes much to the mutual understanding of the cultures
and civilizations of Belt and Road countries. I have found that peoples in Belt and
Road countries including China have little knowledge of the cultures of Belt and
Road countries and the contributions of other civilizations to their own. This needs to
be rectified, starting with the youth of all Belt and Road countries. The Fusion of One
Belt One Road Civilizations Education Curriculum (OBOR Curriculum) is one
such attempt. OBOR Curriculum was initiated by me when I was the Chairman of the
InterAcademy Partnership Science Education Program Global Council.

https://www.interacademies.org/publication/obe-belt-one-road-fusion-
civilisations-education- curriculum

https://www.interacademies.org/publication/one-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations
-education-curriculum- chinese-version
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The OBOR Curriculum is presented in two parts. The first part comprises the Land
Silk Road through the tales of the great Muslim traveler Ibn Battuta (1304- 1369
AD) of Morocco. The second part covers the Maritime Silk Road through the
seven epic voyages of the famous Chinese Muslim Admiral Zheng He (1371- 1435
AD) from China to South East Asia, Indian Ocean, Arabia and East Africa.

OBOR Curriculum places much emphasis on “Inquiry Based Science Education”
(IBSE) or “Learning by Doing” methodology with many student-centred classroom
activities on water resources, land and oceanic travel, astronomy, navigation, buildings,
shipbuilding, spices and cuisine.

I funded the printing of OBOR Curriculum in both the English and Chinese versions. I
recommend readers to download it from the URL above and share it with their schools.

3.0 Global Civilization Initiative and Deficiency in OBOR Curriculum

With the pronouncement by Chinese President Xi of the “Global Civilization
Initiative” in 2023, calling for respect of the diversity of civilizations, OBOR
Curriculum’s deficiency was exposed as merely recounting the tales of the two great
Silk Road travellers without much philosophical underpinning. Professor Jeffrey
Sachs’ Confucius Aristotle Initiative is most timely in rectifying this shortcoming of
OBOR Curriculum.

One of the shortcomings of OBOR Curriculum in the overland Silk Road section is
that it focuses only on Chinese historical engagements with her West, such as: Han
Dynasty Zhang Qian (195-114 BC) emissary to present day Tajikistan and Tang
Dynasty Xuanzang (602-664 AD) seeking Buddhist scriptures in India. In fact, until
the Mongol invasion of Central Asia and Eastern Europe in the 13th century, no
Chinese merchant ventured further West than Samarkand. If not for the commercially
savvy Sogdians with their capital in Samarkand trading between China and Europe,
the Land Silk Road would not have become a reality. In fact, the Sogdians had a long
association with China. The most famous Sogdian in Chinese history was An Lushan
(703-757 AD) or in Chinese 安祿山 , whose rebellion led to the decline of the Tang
Dynasty. The contribution of the Sogdians and other Central Asian peoples must be
recognised in OBOR Curriculum.

The other serious omission in OBOR Curriculum is that of Alexander the Great (356-
323 BC) of Greece whose empire stretched East through Persia, Central Asia to India.
He had a great desire for knowledge and a love for philosophy and was a patron of
both the arts and the sciences. This was attributed to his education under the
great philosopher and polymath Aristotle (384-322BC). The Aristotelian philosophy



of love for knowledge became the abiding psyche in the civilization of Central
Asia well before its conquest by Arabs in the 7th Century AD. In my opinion, Greek
philosophy as typified by Aristotle must have reached China and influenced Chinese
civilization from Central Asia. The great Buddhist “Yungang” Grottos or in Chinese
云冈石窟 of Datong in Shanxi Province date from 5th Century AD and some grottos
have Greco-Roman features in architecture, sculpture and dress. T h e slogans that
guide the governance of present-day China: “ Seeking Truth from Facts” or in
Chinese “实事求是” and “ Crossing the River by Touching the Stones” or in
Chinese “摸着石头过河” are to me very Aristotelian.
The greatest contribution of Central Asian civilization to global civilization was
during the Golden Age of Islam under the Abbasid Caliphate t h a t originated in
t h e Khorasan region of Central Asia. Most of the great philosophers and scientists
during that period hailed from Persia and Central Asia. Its most enduring
legacy was the great translat ion movement in translat ing and
preserving the ancient texts from Greek, Roman, Hebrew, Persian,
Byzantine, Indian and Chinese sources into Arabic. Through Islamic
Maghreb in North Africa, these ancient texts reached Islamic Spain
enabling Europe to rediscover its Greco-Roman heritage. European
scholars translated them into Latin and spread the ancient
philosophical wisdom of Greece and Rome and the scient ific
discoveries of the Musl im scient ists into Europe.This eventually led to the
European Renaissance in the 14th Century AD. The great Catholic theologian
Thomas Aquinas was much influenced by the philosophy of Aristotle and incorporated
its elements into Catholic doctrine.
The narrative of the Global Civilization since the European industrial revolution of the
18th Century has been dominated by the Europeans with colonialization of the rest of
the world for human and material resources to fuel the wealth of Europe, including the
slave trade, the opium trade, imperialistic wars due to European balance of
power that resulted in two world wars.

4.0 Confucianism and Chinese Civilization

The greatest and most influential philosopher in Chinese history was Confucius (551-
479 BC). The fact that Confucianism has endured in China for 2500 years is due to
its being renovated by some of the most brilliant Chinese philosophers from
dynasty to dynasty to make it more aligned to societal norms in those times.
Confucianism is underpinned by 5000 years of continious Chinese civilization with
its great capacity to embrace and absorb elements of other philosophies from home
and abroad. The most striking example has been Daoism and Buddhism.
Confucianism today contains many tenets from Daoism and Buddhism. A
great example is the Three Religion/Philosophy Hall of Hengshan Xuankong
Temple or in Chinese 恒 山 悬 空 寺 三 教 殿 that is dedicated to Confucius,
Sakyamuni and Laozi. The founders of the three great philosophies or religions



have been venerated in the same hall of the 1500 year old temple. There are three
philosopher associations 三教会, venerating these three philosophers in many cities
and towns in China. It is a great story of the tolerant, embracing and absorptive
underpinning of Chinese civilization.

In the International Confucius Aristotle Symposium organised by Professor Jeffrey
Sachs in Qufu and Beijing 8-12 July 2024, I urged the broadening of the ancient
wisdoms to include Buddhism and Daoism.

During the Symposium, there were also presentations on Christian and Islam
influences on Chinese civilization. In my opinion, the positive impact of Matteo Ricci
on the Chinese during the Ming Dynasty in the 16th Century was totally reversed by
Christian missionaries that followed the Western semi-colonisation of China in the
19th century with “bible in one hand and sword in the other”. Christianity has thus
made little contribution to Chinese civilization despite the welcoming attitude of
Chinese civilization to foreign culture and philosophy.

Due to Wesstern control of the narrative of world civilization, the influence of China
and Islam in global civilization has largely been ignored, let alone any interaction
between them. This needs to be rectified.



5.0 AETDEW Proposal of The Islamic Maritime Silk Road

The Confucius Aristotle Symposium 2024 has the main theme “The Commons in
Intellectual Traditions and Future Prctices”. Most international speakers seemed to be
very nostalgic about the ancient past and would like our future to emulate the past.
This was what Confucius preached through his life for the warring states to return to
the virtue, order and fuedal system of the Zhou Dynasty (1046-256 BC).

In my opinion, the past is but a pointer to the future. The 5000 years of the continuous
civilization of China has repeatedly studied and absorbed philosophies from home and
abroad to reinvigorate its culture for the future. The term “with Chinese characteristic”
has been justifiably used repeatedly in recent times. What I gleaned from the
Confucius Aristotle Symposium for the future is the rise of China and the rise of Islam.
This paper has much documented the rise of China. As for the rise of Islam, according
to the World Population Review, the number of Muslims around the world is
projected to increase rapidly in the decades ahead, growing from about 1.6 billion in
2010 to nearly 2.8 billion in 2050. Muslims are expected to grow twice as fast as the
overall global population. Consequently, Muslims are projected to rise from 23% of
the world’s population in 2010 to 30% in 2050. It is most important that China and
Islamic countries must grow closer together for the common destiny of humankind,
hence the AETDEW proposal for the Islamic Maritime Silk Road as an integral
component of the BRI.

To South East Asia, Indian Ocean countries and Arabia, the great historical impact in
BRI has undoubtedly been the Maritime Silk Road that started in the Han Dynasty
(202BC-9 AD). The great historical international initiative of China was that of
Muslim Admiral Zheng He of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD) in his seven epic
voyages to South East Asia and through the Indian Ocean to Arabia and North Africa.

5.1 Guangzhou as the Main Hub of the Islamic Maritime Silk Road

What is less known is the reverse trade, religious, and cultural initiatives from Arabia
to China through the Indian Ocean and South East Asia. For instance, the Huaisheng
Mosque or in Chinese广州怀圣寺(also known as the Lighthouse Mosque and the Great
Mosque of Canton) is the main mosque of Guangzhou. It is traditionally thought to
have been originally built over 1,300 years ago, which would make it one of
the oldest mosques in the world.

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simplified_Chinese_characters
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guangzhou
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the_oldest_mosques
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque


The Huaisheng Mosque Guangzhou



Old Chinese Muslim manuscripts say the mosque was built in 627 by Sa'd ibn Abi
Waqqas, a Companion of the Prophet who supposedly came on to China in the 620s.
The first Muslims must have arrived to China within the 7th century, and that the
major trade centres, such as Guangzhou, Quanzhou, and Yangzhou, probably
already had their first mosques built during the Tang Dynasty.

The greatest Muslim explorer, traveller and scholar in medieval times, Ibn Batutta
of Morocco (1304-1368AD) first landed in China from Maldives in Quanzhou and
then spent two weeks in Guangzhou interacting with the Muslim community there
before going North to Hangzhou and then through the Grand Canal to Beijing to the
Court of the Yuan Emperor. In his book The Travels or Rihla, he recounted that he
met a holy man in Alexandria who forecast that he would become a world traveller
and that he would meet his brother in Guangzhou. Batutta did meet the brother of
the holy man in Alexandria living in the cave in Guangzhou as a revered holy man.
It is obvious that Guangzhou has been the China hub for Muslims from Arabia for
centuries. There are still many mosques in Guangzhou as shown in map below:

Going forward, Guangzhou is the capital of Guangdong Pronvince. In late 1978,
China launched its reform and opening up initiative, designating Guangdong as a
testbed by establishing three of the country's first four special economic zones in
the province, including Shenzhen. Initially emerging as a "world factory,"



Guangdong has since evolved, striving to establish itself as a global scientific and
technological powerhouse. As China pushes for deeper comprehensive reforms,
with over 300 measures unveiled at the third plenary session of the 20th
Communist Party of China Central Committee July 2024, Guangdong once again
leads the charge. It continues to pioneer efforts that reinforce its position as a
beacon of innovation, opening up and creativity. The province now ranks first
among all provincial-level regions in China in terms of key scientific and
technological indicators, such as R&D expenditure and the number of R&D
personnel and international patent applications.

Guangzhou is also within the Guangdong Hong Kong Macao Greater Bay Area. It
will reinforce its position as the powerhouse of innovation, engineering,
manufacturing and finance in China and in the world.

The Islamic Maritime Silk Road will link Guangzhou with historically significant
ports that are still important ports in Islamic countries.



5.2 Hubs in Islamic Maritime Silk Road Associated with the Seven Voyages of
Zheng He

The ports are as follows:
(i) Surabaya, Indonesia,
(ii) Malacca, Malaysia,
(iii) Hormuz, Iran,
(iv) Dhofar, Oman,
(v) Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

5.3 Hubs in Islamic Maritime Silk Road Associated with the Travels of Ibn
Batutta



(i) Tangier, Morocco : home of Ibn Batutta
(ii) Algiers, Algeria
(iii) Carthage, Tunisia: historical linkage between Homer lliad, Virgil Aeneid and

the birth of Rome
(iv) Alexandria, Egypt
(v) Istanbul, Turkey
(vi) Basra, Iraq
(vii) Mali, Maldives

5.4 Other Important Hubs in the Islamic Maritime Silk Road

(i) Gwadar, Pakistan
(ii) Aqaba, Jordan
(iii) Kuwait,
(iv) Dubai
(v) Qatar
(vi) Bahrain
(vii) Lagos

6.0 Recommendations

The Islamic Maritime Silk Road will bring closer the two most vibrant influences in
the developing world, namely China and Islam toward a multipolar world through
open maritime commerce and trade in the seven seas. Through South-South
cooperation, it will promote the Global Development Initiative through the BRI
platform by pooling financial and material resources to build physical and virtual
infrastructure assets in developing countries. The nations of the Islamic Maritime
Silk Road should join forces against piracy, blockade and other human-made and
natural disasters to assure that the sea lanes of the world are always open for
commerce and trade . This is in the spirit of the Global Security Initiative. Finally,
the historical cultural and philosophical influence of Islam must be recognised in
the OBOR Curriculum as an important contribution to the Global Civilization
Initiative for the edification of young people in Belt and Road countries.

I urge the Chinese Government, the Guangdong Pronvincial Government and the
Guangzhou City Government to consider positively this proposal and initiate the
establishment of the Islamic Maritime Silk Road. AETDEW through her Fellows
in China and Islamic countries will assist in whatever way possible.

Academician Dato Ir (Dr) Lee Yee Cheong
Kuala Lumpur, 26 July 2024
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关于伊斯兰海上丝绸之路的建议
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AETDEW 主席

1.0 消除贫困与“一带一路”倡议

发展中世界工程技术院（AETDEW）于2017年在马来西亚成立。 AETDEW的目标是帮助发展中国家

在2030年前实现17项联合国可持续发展目标（SDGs）。

在我看来，最重要的可持续发展目标是第一个目标“消除贫困”，因为贫穷国家不具备实现联合国

可持续发展目标所要求的社会、经济和环境发展所需的资源。在我们享受“琴棋书画”高质量的生活之

前，我们必须首先满足“衣食住行”等生活必需品的数量。发展中国家必须向中国学习，效仿它在使8
亿人民脱贫的巨大成功。这一成就在人类历史上是无与伦比的。中国将贫困人口纳入小康社会，使他们

不再返贫。

中国成功消除贫困的基础是其广泛而包容的实体和虚拟基础设施。超现代化的高速公路、高速铁路、

港口和机场确保最偏远的村庄也能成为中国全球供应链的一部分。正如习近平主席经常引用的中国俗语

“要想富先修路”。

中国的基础设施发展是基于中国世界领先的工程和技术，例如：

(i)高速铁路网络；

(ii)跨海大桥；

(iii)多用途水资源大坝和水库；

(iv)南水北调工程；

(v)隧道工程；

(vi)宽带5G网络；

(vii)超级计算机；

(viii)火箭、航天器、火星探测器和空间站等航空航天技术发展；

(ix)现代机场；

(x)现代港口；

(xi)造船和运输；

(xii)稀土产业；

(xiii)太阳能光伏发电、风力涡轮机和核反应堆；

(xiv)机器人；

(xv)无人机；

(xvi)电动汽车和电池。

正是中国功能完善的基础设施和智能制造奠定了中国经济、社会和环境成就的基础，支撑中国成为

“中国特色的世界工厂”和“中国特色的世界市场”。

中国一直通过“全球发展倡议”与发展中国家分享其在消除贫困方面取得的辉煌成就。自2013年
以来，“一带一路”倡议（BRI）一直是其标志性平台，该倡议通过基础设施建设拉近了发展中国家之

间的距离，通过南南合作共同致力于社会、经济和环境的改善。陆上丝绸之路的象征莫过于以火车取代

骆驼的中欧货运铁路服务。自2011年3月第一列中欧班列在中国西南部的重庆开行以来，这列被西方嘲

笑了很久的中欧班列到2024年2月底已连接了中国120个城市和欧洲25个国家的219个城市。中欧班列已

累计开行9万列，运输货物超过870万集装箱，价值超过3800亿美元。中欧货运班列已成为全球物流中

最可靠、最经济的选择。海上丝绸之路的象征莫过于中国的集装箱船队是世界上最大的船队， 它们在

七大洋上航行，在发展中国家的港口靠岸，这些港口配备了由中国公司提供的智能装卸和港口管理系统。

2.0 “一带一路”文明融合教育课程（OBOR课程）

“一带一路”项目的成功在很大程度上取决于“一带一路”国家文化和文明的相互理解。我发现，

包括中国在内的“一带一路”国家人民对“一带一路”国家的文化以及其他文明对本国文明的贡献知之

甚少。这需要从所有“一带一路”国家的青年开始纠正。“一带一路”文明教育课程融合（OBOR课程）

就是这样一种尝试。OBOR课程是我在担任科学院间合作科学教育项目全球理事会主席时发起的。

mailto:secretariat@aetdew.org
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OBOR课程分为两部分。第一部分通过伟大的摩洛哥穆斯林旅行家伊本—白图泰（公元1304-1369年）

的故事讲述陆上丝绸之路。第二部分包括海上丝绸之路，讲述了中国著名穆斯林将领郑和（公元1371
年至1435年）从中国到东南亚、印度洋、阿拉伯和东非的七次史诗般的航行。

OBOR课程非常重视“探究式科学教育”(IBSE)或“边做边学”方法，开展了许多以学生为中心的课

堂活动，内容涉及水资源、陆地和海洋旅行、天文学、航海、建筑、造船、香料和美食。

我出资印刷了OBOR课程的中英文版本。我建议读者从上面的网址下载，并与他们的学校分享。

3.0 “全球文明倡议”与OBOR课程的缺陷

中国国家主席习近平2023年提出“全球文明倡议”，呼吁尊重文明的多样性。OBOR课程的不足之

处暴露无遗，即仅仅讲述了两位伟大的丝绸之路旅行者的故事，却没有太多的哲学基础。杰弗里—萨克

斯教授的“孔子亚里士多德倡议”非常及时地纠正了“OBOR课程”的这一缺陷。

OBOR课程在陆上丝绸之路部分的一个缺点是，它只关注中国与西方的历史交往，如：汉朝张骞

（公元前195—114年）使者到今天的塔吉克斯坦，唐朝玄奘（公元602—664年）到印度取经。事实上，

在13世纪蒙古人入侵中亚和东欧之前，没有中国商人到过撒马尔罕以西的国家。如果不是精通商业的

粟特人以撒马尔罕为首都，在中国和欧洲之间进行贸易，陆上丝绸之路就不会成为现实。事实上，粟特

人与中国有着长期的联系。中国历史上最有名的粟特人是安禄山（公元703—757年），他的叛乱导致

了唐朝的衰落。粟特人和其他中亚民族的贡献必须在OBOR课程中得到认可。

OBOR课程中的另一个严重遗漏是希腊的亚历山大大帝（公元前356—323年），他的帝国向东延伸，

穿过波斯、中亚到达印度。他求知若渴，热爱哲学，是艺术和科学的支持者。这要归功于他在伟大的哲

学家和多面手亚里士多德（公元前384—322年）门下接受的教育。早在公元7世纪阿拉伯人征服中亚之

前，亚里士多德哲学对知识的热爱就已成为中亚文明的持久心理。我认为，以亚里士多德为代表的希腊

哲学一定是从中亚传入中国并影响中国文明的。伟大的山西大同佛教云冈石窟可追溯到公元5世纪，一

些石窟建筑、雕塑和服饰都具有希腊罗马风格。在我看来，指导当今中国治理的口号“实事求是”和

“摸着石头过河”非常具有亚里士多德风格。

中亚文明对世界文明的最大贡献是在阿拔斯王朝哈里发统治下的伊斯兰黄金时代，而这一黄金时代

就发源于中亚的呼罗珊地区。这一时期大多数伟大的哲学家和科学家都来自波斯和中亚。其最持久的遗

产是将希腊、罗马、希伯来、波斯、拜占庭、印度和中国的古籍翻译成阿拉伯文并保存下来的伟大翻译

https://www.interacademies.org/publication/obe-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations-education-curriculum
https://www.interacademies.org/publication/obe-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations-education-curriculum
https://www.interacademies.org/publication/one-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations-education-curriculum-chinese-version
https://www.interacademies.org/publication/one-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations-education-curriculum-chinese-version


运动。通过北非的伊斯兰马格里布，这些古籍传到了伊斯兰西班牙，使欧洲得以重新发现其希腊罗马遗

产。欧洲学者将其翻译成拉丁文，并将希腊和罗马的古代哲学智慧以及穆斯林科学家的科学发现传播到

欧洲。这最终导致了公元14世纪的欧洲文艺复兴。伟大的天主教神学家托马斯—阿奎那深受亚里士多

德哲学的影响，并将其内容纳入天主教教义。

自18世纪欧洲工业革命以来，全球文明的叙事一直由欧洲人主导，他们对世界其他地区进行殖民

统治，以获取人力和物质资源，为欧洲的财富提供动力，其中包括奴隶贸易、鸦片贸易，以及因欧洲均

势而引发的帝国主义战争，这些战争导致了两次世界大战。

4.0 儒学与中国文明

中国历史上最伟大、最有影响力的哲学家是孔子（公元前551—479年）。儒学之所以能在中国延

续2500年，是因为中国历朝历代都有一些最杰出的哲学家对其进行了创新，使其更加符合当时的社会

规范。儒家思想的基础是五千年源远流长的中华文明，它具有包容和吸收国内外其他哲学元素的巨大能

力。最突出的例子就是道教和佛教。今天的儒学包含了道教和佛教的许多信条。恒山悬空寺三教殿就是

一个很好的例子，供奉孔子、释迦牟尼和老子三大哲学或宗教的创始人。在这座有着1500年历史的寺

庙中，人们在同一个殿堂里供奉着这三位哲学家。在中国的许多城市和乡镇，都有供奉这三位哲人的三

教会。这是一个伟大的故事，展现了中华文明宽容、包容和吸收的底蕴。

在杰弗里—萨克斯教授于2024年7月8日至12日在曲阜和北京举办的国际孔子亚里士多德研讨会上，

我呼吁扩大古代智慧的范围，将佛教和道教纳入其中。

研讨会期间还就基督教和伊斯兰教对中华文明的影响进行了发言。在我看来，利玛窦在16世纪明

朝对中国人的积极影响，在19世纪西方对中国半殖民地化之后，被“一手拿圣经，一手拿刀剑”的基

督教传教士完全颠覆。因此，尽管中华文明对外来文化和哲学持欢迎态度，但基督教对中华文明的贡献

甚微。

由于西方控制着对世界文明的叙述，中国和伊斯兰教对全球文明的影响在很大程度上被忽视了，更

不用说它们之间的互动了。这种情况必须得到纠正。

5.0 AETDEW关于伊斯兰海上丝绸之路的建议

2024年孔子亚里士多德研讨会的主题是“智慧传统与未来实践中的共识”。大多数国际发言人似

乎都非常怀念古代，并希望我们的未来能够效仿过去。这也是孔子一生所宣扬的，希望战国时期的诸侯

国能够回到周朝（公元前1046—256年）的美德、秩序和封建制度。

在我看来，过去不过是未来的指针。五千年文明绵延不绝的中国，不断学习和吸收中外哲理，为未

来的文化注入新的活力。近代以来，“中国特色”一词被反复使用，可谓名正言顺。我从孔子亚里士多

德研讨会中总结出的未来是中国的崛起和伊斯兰教的崛起。本文对中国的崛起做了大量描述。至于伊斯

兰教的崛起，根据《世界人口评论》，预计未来几十年全球穆斯林人数将迅速增加，从2010年的约16



亿增加到2050年的近28亿。穆斯林的增长速度预计将是全球总人口增长速度的两倍。因此，穆斯林占

世界人口的比例预计将从2010年的23%上升到2050年的30%。最重要的是，为了人类的共同命运，中国

和伊斯兰国家必须更加紧密地团结在一起，因此，AETDEW建议将伊斯兰海上丝绸之路作为“一带一路”

倡议的一个组成部分。

对东南亚、印度洋和阿拉伯国家而言，“一带一路”的重大历史影响无疑是始于汉代（公元前202
年—公元9年）的海上丝绸之路。中国历史上伟大的国际活动是明朝（公元1368年—1644年）穆斯林将

领郑和七下西洋，前往东南亚并穿越印度洋到达阿拉伯和北非。

5.1 广州作为伊斯兰海上丝绸之路的主要枢纽

鲜为人知的是从阿拉伯经印度洋和东南亚到中国的反向贸易、宗教和文化活动。例如，广州怀圣寺

（又称光塔清真寺、大清真寺）是广州的主要清真寺。传统上认为它始建于1300多年前，是世界上最

古老的清真寺之一。



根据中国古代穆斯林手稿，这座清真寺由先知的同伴萨德·伊本·阿比·万卡斯于 627年建造，据

说他在 7世纪 20年代来到中国。第一批穆斯林一定是在 7世纪抵达中国的，而广州、泉州和扬州等主

要贸易中心可能早在唐朝就已经修建了第一座清真寺.

巴图塔（公元1304—1368年）是中世纪最伟大的穆斯林探险家、旅行家和学者，他首先从马尔代

夫抵达中国泉州，然后在广州停留两周，与当地的穆斯林社区交流，之后北上杭州，再通过大运河抵达

北京，进入元朝宫廷。他在《里赫拉游记》一书中记述，他在亚历山大遇到一位圣人，预言他将成为一

名世界旅行家，并将在广州遇到他的兄弟。巴图塔确实在广州的山洞里见到了亚历山大圣人的弟弟，他

是一位受人尊敬的圣人。很明显， 几个世纪以来，广州一直是阿拉伯穆斯林在中国的集散地。如下图

所示，广州仍有许多清真寺：

广州是广东省省会。1978年末，中国启动改革开放，将广东作为试验田，在该省设立了全国首批

四个经济特区中的三个，其中包括深圳。广东最初以“世界工厂”的形象出现，后来逐渐发展成为全球

科技强省。2024年7月，中国共产党第二十届中央委员会第三次全体会议公布了300多项措施，随着中

国全面深化改革的推进，广东再一次引领潮流。该省不断开拓进取，巩固了其作为创新、开放和创造灯

塔的地位。在研发支出、研发人员数量和国际专利申请量等主要科技指标方面，该省目前在中国所有省

区中排名第一。广州也位于粤港澳大湾区内。这将巩固广州作为中国乃至世界创新、工程、制造和金融

重镇的地位。



伊斯兰海上丝绸之路将把广州与伊斯兰国家历史上重要的港口连接起来。



5.2 与郑和七下西洋有关的伊斯兰海上丝绸之路枢纽

港口如下：

(i) 印度尼西亚，泗水

(ii)马来西亚，马六甲

(iii)伊朗霍尔，木兹

(iv)阿曼，佐法尔

(v)沙特阿拉伯，吉达



5.3 与伊本-巴图塔旅行有关的伊斯兰海上丝绸之路枢纽

(i)摩洛哥，丹吉尔：伊本-巴图塔的故乡

(ii)阿尔及利亚，阿尔及尔

(iii)突尼斯，迦太基：《荷马史诗》、维吉尔《埃涅伊德》与罗马诞生之间的历史连接

(iv)埃及，亚历山大

(v)土耳其，伊斯坦布尔

(vi)伊拉克，巴士拉

(vii)马里，马尔代夫

5.4 伊斯兰海上丝绸之路的其他重要枢纽

(i)巴基斯坦，瓜达尔

(ii)约旦，亚喀巴

(iii)科威特

(iv)迪拜

(v)卡塔尔

(vi)巴林

(vii)拉各斯

6.0 建议

伊斯兰海上丝绸之路将拉近中国和伊斯兰这两个对发展中世界最具影响力的文明之间的距离，通过

在七大洋开放海上商贸活动，实现世界多极化。通过南南合作，伊斯兰海上丝绸之路将通过“一带一路”

平台，汇集财力和物力，在发展中国家建设有形和虚拟的基础设施资产，从而推动“全球发展倡议”。

伊斯兰海上丝绸之路各国应联手打击海盗、封锁以及其他人为和自然灾害，确保世界海上通道始终对商

业和贸易开放。这符合“全球安全倡议”的精神。最后，必须在“一带一路”文明融合教育课程中承认

伊斯兰教在文化和哲学方面的历史影响，将其作为对“全球文明倡议”的重要贡献，以教育“一带一路”

沿线国家的年轻人。

我敦促中国政府、广东省政府和广州市政府积极考虑这一建议，启动伊斯兰海上丝绸之路的建设。

AETDEW将通过其在中国和伊斯兰国家的院士提供一切可能的协助。

拿督李怡章院士（博士）

吉隆坡，2024年7月26日
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