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1.0 Poverty Eradication and Belt and Road Initiative

The Academy of Engineering and Technology of the Developing World AETDEW
was established in Malaysia in 2017. The goal of AETDEW is to help developing
countries achieve the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by
2030.

In my opinion, the most important SDG is the first goal, “Eradicate Poverty”,
because poor countries do not possess the resources needed to achieve social,
economic and environmental development as required by the UN SDGs. We
must first satisfy the quantity of life: "food, clothing, housing and transportation"
or in Chinese(4X & 1¥47T) before we can enjoy the quality of life: "music, chess,
literature and painting" or in Chinese (% # 5 ). Developing countries
must learn from China and emulate her spectacular success in lifting 800
million of her people out of poverty. This success is unparalleled in human
history. China has made her poor into an integral part of her community of
moderate prosperity or in Chinese “/|N & Z & ™ so that they will not relapse into

poverty.

The foundation of China’s success in eradicating poverty is its extensive and
inclusive physical and virtual infrastructure. Ultra modern highways, high speed
rail, ports and airports assure that the most remote villages are becoming
part of China’s global supply chain. As President Xi Jinping often quotes
the Chinese saying: “If you want to get rich, build roads first” or in Chinese (£:4H

B,

China’s infrastructure development is anchored by China’s world-leading
engineering and technology such as:

(1) High-speed rail networks;

(i1) Cross-sea bridges;

(ii1) Multi-purpose water resource dams and reservoirs;
(iv) South-to-North Water Diversion Project;
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(v) Tunneling;

(vi) Broadband 5G network;

(vii) Supercomputers;

(viii) Aerospace development of rocket, spacecraft, Mars rover and
space station;

(ix) Modern airports;

(x) Modern ports;

(x1) Shipbuilding and transportation;

(xi1) Rare earth industry;

(xii1) Solar photovoltaics, wind turbines and nuclear power reactors;
(xiv) Robotics;

(xv) Drones;

(xvi) Electric vehicles and batteries.

It is China's well-functioning infrastructure and smart manufacturing
that are the foundation of China's economic, social and environmental
achievements, supporting China to become "world factory with Chinese
characteristics" and "world market with Chinese characteristics."

China has been sharing her spectacular success in eradicating poverty with
developing countries through its “Global Development Initiative.” Since 2013, the
signature platform has been “the One Belt One Road Initiative (BRI) that has drawn
the developing countries closer together through infrastructure development
in their common endeavour in social, economic and environmental uplift through
South-South Cooperation. Nothing symbolizes the land Silk Road more
than the China-Europe freight rail service, replacing camels with trains.
Since the first China-Europe train was launched in Chongqing in
southwest China in March 2011, much ridiculed by the West, by the end
of February 2024, this China-Europe train has connected 120 Chinese
cities with 219 cities in 25 European countries. The China-Europe train
has completed 90,000 train trips, transporting more than 8.7 million
containers of goods worth more than US$380.0 billion. The China-
Europe freight train service has become the most reliable and
economical choice in global logistics. It is truly a lifeline for
landlocked countries in Central Asia, Eastern Europe and even Western
Europe.Nothing symbolizes the Maritime Silk Road than the fleet of
Chinese container ships that is the world’s largest fleet plying the seven
seas and making landfalls into ports in the developing world that are
equipped with intelligent loading, unloading and port management
systems that are supplied by Chinese companies.



2.0 Fusion of One Belt One Road Education Curriculum (OBOR Curriculum)

The success of BRI projects owes much to the mutual understanding of the cultures
and civilizations of Belt and Road countries. I have found that peoples in Belt and
Road countries including China have little knowledge of the cultures of Belt and
Road countries and the contributions of other civilizations to their own. This needs to
be rectified, starting with the youth of all Belt and Road countries. The Fusion of One
Belt One Road Civilizations Education Curriculum (OBOR Curriculum) is one
such attempt. OBOR Curriculum was initiated by me when I was the Chairman of the
InterAcademy Partnership Science Education Program Global Council.

OneBell Onggozn Unegelt OneRoza

https://www.interacademies.org/publication/obe-belt-one-road-fusion-
civilisations-education- curriculum

https://www.interacademies.org/publication/one-belt-one-road-fusion-civilisations
-education-curriculum- chinese-version
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The OBOR Curriculum is presented in two parts. The first part comprises the Land
Silk Road through the tales of the great Muslim traveler Ibn Battuta (1304- 1369
AD) of Morocco. The second part covers the Maritime Silk Road through the
seven epic voyages of the famous Chinese Muslim Admiral Zheng He (1371- 1435
AD) from China to South East Asia, Indian Ocean, Arabia and East Africa.

OBOR Curriculum places much emphasis on “Inquiry Based Science Education”
(IBSE) or “Learning by Doing” methodology with many student-centred classroom
activities on water resources, land and oceanic travel, astronomy, navigation, buildings,
shipbuilding, spices and cuisine.

I funded the printing of OBOR Curriculum in both the English and Chinese versions. I
recommend readers to download it from the URL above and share it with their schools.

3.0 Global Civilization Initiative and Deficiency in OBOR Curriculum

With the pronouncement by Chinese President Xi of the “Global Civilization
Initiative” in 2023, calling for respect of the diversity of civilizations, OBOR
Curriculum’s deficiency was exposed as merely recounting the tales of the two great
Silk Road travellers without much philosophical underpinning. Professor Jeffrey
Sachs’ Confucius Aristotle Initiative is most timely in rectifying this shortcoming of
OBOR Curriculum.

One of the shortcomings of OBOR Curriculum in the overland Silk Road section is
that it focuses only on Chinese historical engagements with her West, such as: Han
Dynasty Zhang Qian (195-114 BC) emissary to present day Tajikistan and Tang
Dynasty Xuanzang (602-664 AD) seeking Buddhist scriptures in India. In fact, until
the Mongol invasion of Central Asia and Eastern Europe in the 13th century, no
Chinese merchant ventured further West than Samarkand. If not for the commercially
savvy Sogdians with their capital in Samarkand trading between China and Europe,
the Land Silk Road would not have become a reality. In fact, the Sogdians had a long
association with China. The most famous Sogdian in Chinese history was An Lushan
(703-757 AD) or in Chinese % itk i, whose rebellion led to the decline of the Tang
Dynasty. The contribution of the Sogdians and other Central Asian peoples must be
recognised in OBOR Curriculum.

The other serious omission in OBOR Curriculum is that of Alexander the Great (356-
323 BC) of Greece whose empire stretched East through Persia, Central Asia to India.
He had a great desire for knowledge and a love for philosophy and was a patron of
both the arts and the sciences. This was attributed to his education under the
great philosopher and polymath Aristotle (384-322BC). The Aristotelian philosophy



of love for knowledge became the abiding psyche in the civilization of Central
Asia well before its conquest by Arabs in the 7t Century AD. In my opinion, Greek
philosophy as typified by Aristotle must have reached China and influenced Chinese
civilization from Central Asia. The great Buddhist “Yungang” Grottos or in Chinese
= M A& of Datong in Shanxi Province date from 5% Century AD and some grottos
have Greco-Roman features in architecture, sculpture and dress. The slogans that
guide the governance of present-day China: * Seeking Truth from Facts” or in
Chinese “s£#H R £ ” and “ Crossing the River by Touching the Stones” or in
Chinese “#E A LI are to me very Aristotelian.

The greatest contribution of Central Asian civilization to global civilization was
during the Golden Age of Islam under the Abbasid Caliphate that originated in
the Khorasan region of Central Asia. Most of the great philosophers and scientists
during that period hailed from Persia and Central Asia. Its most enduring
legacy was the great translation movement in translating and
preserving the ancient texts from Greek, Roman, Hebrew, Persian,
Byzantine, Indian and Chinese sources into Arabic. Through Islamic
Maghreb in North Africa, these ancient texts reached Islamic Spain
enabling Europe to rediscover its Greco-Roman heritage. European
scholars translated them into Latin and spread the ancient
philosophical wisdom of Greece and Rome and the scientific
discoveries of the Muslim scientists into Europe.This eventually led to the

European Renaissance in the 14th Century AD. The great Catholic theologian
Thomas Aquinas was much influenced by the philosophy of Aristotle and incorporated
its elements into Catholic doctrine.

The narrative of the Global Civilization since the European industrial revolution of the
18" Century has been dominated by the Europeans with colonialization of the rest of
the world for human and material resources to fuel the wealth of Europe, including the
slave trade, the opium trade, imperialistic wars due to European balance of
power that resulted in two world wars.

4.0 Confucianism and Chinese Civilization

The greatest and most influential philosopher in Chinese history was Confucius (551-
479 BC). The fact that Confucianism has endured in China for 2500 years is due to
its being renovated by some of the most brilliant Chinese philosophers from
dynasty to dynasty to make it more aligned to societal norms in those times.
Confucianism is underpinned by 5000 years of continious Chinese civilization with
its great capacity to embrace and absorb elements of other philosophies from home
and abroad. The most striking example has been Daoism and Buddhism.
Confucianism today contains many tenets from Daoism and Buddhism. A
great example is the Three Religion/Philosophy Hall of Hengshan Xuankong
Temple or in Chinese 18 I & & & = #H B that is dedicated to Confucius,
Sakyamuni and Laozi. The founders of the three great philosophies or religions



have been venerated in the same hall of the 1500 year old temple. There are three
philosopher associations =# <, venerating these three philosophers in many cities
and towns in China. It is a great story of the tolerant, embracing and absorptive
underpinning of Chinese civilization.
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In the International Confucius Aristotle Symposium organised by Professor Jeffrey
Sachs in Qufu and Beijing 8-12 July 2024, I urged the broadening of the ancient
wisdoms to include Buddhism and Daoism.

HA

During the Symposium, there were also presentations on Christian and Islam
influences on Chinese civilization. In my opinion, the positive impact of Matteo Ricci
on the Chinese during the Ming Dynasty in the 16" Century was totally reversed by
Christian missionaries that followed the Western semi-colonisation of China in the
19th century with “bible in one hand and sword in the other”. Christianity has thus
made little contribution to Chinese civilization despite the welcoming attitude of
Chinese civilization to foreign culture and philosophy.

Due to Wesstern control of the narrative of world civilization, the influence of China
and Islam in global civilization has largely been ignored, let alone any interaction
between them. This needs to be rectified.



5.0 AETDEW Proposal of The Islamic Maritime Silk Road

The Confucius Aristotle Symposium 2024 has the main theme “The Commons in
Intellectual Traditions and Future Prctices”. Most international speakers seemed to be
very nostalgic about the ancient past and would like our future to emulate the past.
This was what Confucius preached through his life for the warring states to return to
the virtue, order and fuedal system of the Zhou Dynasty (1046-256 BC).

In my opinion, the past is but a pointer to the future. The 5000 years of the continuous
civilization of China has repeatedly studied and absorbed philosophies from home and
abroad to reinvigorate its culture for the future. The term “with Chinese characteristic”
has been justifiably used repeatedly in recent times. What I gleaned from the
Confucius Aristotle Symposium for the future is the rise of China and the rise of Islam.
This paper has much documented the rise of China. As for the rise of Islam, according
to the World Population Review, the number of Muslims around the world is
projected to increase rapidly in the decades ahead, growing from about 1.6 billion in
2010 to nearly 2.8 billion in 2050. Muslims are expected to grow twice as fast as the
overall global population. Consequently, Muslims are projected to rise from 23% of
the world’s population in 2010 to 30% in 2050. It is most important that China and
Islamic countries must grow closer together for the common destiny of humankind,
hence the AETDEW proposal for the Islamic Maritime Silk Road as an integral
component of the BRI.

To South East Asia, Indian Ocean countries and Arabia, the great historical impact in
BRI has undoubtedly been the Maritime Silk Road that started in the Han Dynasty
(202BC-9 AD). The great historical international initiative of China was that of
Muslim Admiral Zheng He of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644 AD) in his seven epic
voyages to South East Asia and through the Indian Ocean to Arabia and North Africa.

5.1 Guangzhou as the Main Hub of the Islamic Maritime Silk Road

What is less known is the reverse trade, religious, and cultural initiatives from Arabia
to China through the Indian Ocean and South East Asia. For instance, the Huaisheng
Mosque or in Chinese I~ $£ %3 (also known as the Lighthouse Mosque and the Great
Mosque of Canton) is the main mosque of Guangzhou. It is traditionally thought to
have been originally built over 1,300 years ago, which would make it one of
the oldest mosques in the world.
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Old Chinese Muslim manuscripts say the mosque was built in 627 by Sa'd ibn Abi
Wagqqas, a Companion of the Prophet who supposedly came on to China in the 620s.
The first Muslims must have arrived to China within the 7th century, and that the
major trade centres, such as Guangzhou, Quanzhou, and Yangzhou, probably
already had their first mosques built during the Tang Dynasty.

The greatest Muslim explorer, traveller and scholar in medieval times, Ibn Batutta
of Morocco (1304-1368AD) first landed in China from Maldives in Quanzhou and
then spent two weeks in Guangzhou interacting with the Muslim community there
before going North to Hangzhou and then through the Grand Canal to Beijing to the
Court of the Yuan Emperor. In his book The Travels or Rihla, he recounted that he
met a holy man in Alexandria who forecast that he would become a world traveller
and that he would meet his brother in Guangzhou. Batutta did meet the brother of
the holy man in Alexandria living in the cave in Guangzhou as a revered holy man.
It is obvious that Guangzhou has been the China hub for Muslims from Arabia for
centuries. There are still many mosques in Guangzhou as shown in map below:
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Going forward, Guangzhou is the capital of Guangdong Pronvince. In late 1978,
China launched its reform and opening up initiative, designating Guangdong as a
testbed by establishing three of the country's first four special economic zones in
the province, including Shenzhen. Initially emerging as a "world factory,"



Guangdong has since evolved, striving to establish itself as a global scientific and
technological powerhouse. As China pushes for deeper comprehensive reforms,
with over 300 measures unveiled at the third plenary session of the 20th
Communist Party of China Central Committee July 2024, Guangdong once again
leads the charge. It continues to pioneer efforts that reinforce its position as a
beacon of innovation, opening up and creativity. The province now ranks first
among all provincial-level regions in China in terms of key scientific and
technological indicators, such as R&D expenditure and the number of R&D
personnel and international patent applications.

Guangzhou 1is also within the Guangdong Hong Kong Macao Greater Bay Area. It
will reinforce its position as the powerhouse of innovation, engineering,
manufacturing and finance in China and in the world.
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The Islamic Maritime Silk Road will link Guangzhou with historically significant
ports that are still important ports in Islamic countries.



5.2 Hubs in Islamic Maritime Silk Road Associated with the Seven Voyages of
Zheng He
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The ports are as follows:
(1) Surabaya, Indonesia,
(i1) Malacca, Malaysia,
(111) Hormuz, Iran,

(iv) Dhofar, Oman,

(v) Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

5.3 Hubs in Islamic Maritime Silk Road Associated with the Travels of Ibn
Batutta
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(1) Tangier, Morocco : home of Ibn Batutta

(11) Algiers, Algeria

(i11) Carthage, Tunisia: historical linkage between Homer lliad, Virgil Aeneid and
the birth of Rome

(iv) Alexandria, Egypt

(v) Istanbul, Turkey

(vi) Basra, Iraq

(vii) Mali, Maldives

5.4 Other Important Hubs in the Islamic Maritime Silk Road

(1) Gwadar, Pakistan
(i1) Agaba, Jordan
(ii1) Kuwait,

(iv) Dubai

(v) Qatar

(vi) Bahrain

(vii) Lagos

6.0 Recommendations

The Islamic Maritime Silk Road will bring closer the two most vibrant influences in
the developing world, namely China and Islam toward a multipolar world through
open maritime commerce and trade in the seven seas. Through South-South
cooperation, it will promote the Global Development Initiative through the BRI
platform by pooling financial and material resources to build physical and virtual
infrastructure assets in developing countries. The nations of the Islamic Maritime
Silk Road should join forces against piracy, blockade and other human-made and
natural disasters to assure that the sea lanes of the world are always open for
commerce and trade . This is in the spirit of the Global Security Initiative. Finally,
the historical cultural and philosophical influence of Islam must be recognised in
the OBOR Curriculum as an important contribution to the Global Civilization
Initiative for the edification of young people in Belt and Road countries.

I urge the Chinese Government, the Guangdong Pronvincial Government and the
Guangzhou City Government to consider positively this proposal and initiate the
establishment of the Islamic Maritime Silk Road. AETDEW through her Fellows

in China and Islamic countries will assist in whatever way possible.

B ™

Academician Dato Ir (Dr) Lee Yee Cheong
Kuala Lumpur, 26 July 2024
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