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1.0 The Global Civilization Initiative

Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the Global Civilization Initiative in
2023.

He called for respecting the diversity of civilizations, advocating the
common values of humanity, and valuing the inheritance and innovation
of civilizations.

He said in spite of differences in histories, cultures, political systems and
development phases, countries around the world share the common
aspiration for peace and development.



2.0 Fusion of One Belt One Road Civilisations Education Curriculum Project

In my opinion, Chinese civilization has been an amalgamation of indigenous
Confucianism and Taoism with inputs from foreign Buddhist, Christian and Islam
religions; Greek, Roman, Persian and Turkish philosophies; and Western capitalism
and socialism, however, the enduring core is Confucianism.

To assure the achievement of the Global Civilization Initiative, it is important for the
common people, children, and youth of all countries, including China, to appreciate
the contributions of other civilizations to their own. There is no better place to start
than the civilizations in Belt and Road countries.

The “Fusion of One Belt One Road Civilisations Education Curriculum” Handbook
was one such effort. The handbook draws its inspiration from the Scientific,

Engineering and Technological Innovations of the Golden Age of Islam (8" Century
AD -14% Century AD).



One Belt One Road Fusion of Civilisations Education Curriculum English version
One Belt One Road Fusion of Civilisations Education Curriculum Chinese version

The 170 page English and Chinese Handbook can be downloaded from the links above
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The Fusion of One Belt One Road Civilisations Education Curriculum Handbook is
divided into two Parts. The first Part covers the Land Silk Road, telling the story of the
great Muslim Moroccan traveler and philosopher Ibn Battuta (1304-1369AD). This
Part was carried out by the Southeast University, Nanjing, China.

The second Part covers the Maritime Silk Road, telling the story of the seven epic
voyages of the Chinese Muslim Admiral Zheng He (1371-1435AD) This Part was
undertaken by curriculum experts from the Ministry of Education, Malaysia.

Its lessons cover water resource installations for irrigation like water wheel and the
karez underground irrigation system; water clock and astronomical instruments;
Chinese and Islamic building systems; navigation aids for land and sea travel; Chinese
and Arab sailing ships, monsoon wind, and the use of spices.

The Fusion of One Belt One Road Civilizations Education Curriculum was the flagship
project of the InterAcademy Partnership Science Education Program (IAP SEP) when I
was the Chairman of its Global Council 2012-2020.

Ever Since, I have been an ardent advocate of promoting a comprehensive Narrative of
the Fusion of Belt and Road Civilizations (hereafter called the Narrative).



3.0 Shortcomings in the Narrative

In telling the stories of the Land Silk Road Economic Belt from the Han Chinese
perspective, main focus has been on China’s westward ventures from her heart land,
such as that of Zhang Qian (195-114 BC) in the Han Dynasty and Xuanzang (602-664
BC) in the Tang Dynasty. In fact, no Han Chinese merchants ventured out of Central
Asia to Europe. If it were not for the business-savvy Sogdians of Central Asia, trading
between China and Europe, the Land Silk Road would not have become a reality.

What is most relevant to the Belt and Road Narrative but little known and recognised
was the Western Xia (Xi Xia) Kingdom (1038-1227AD) in Ningxia with its unique
civilization; and the Western Liao (Xi Liao) empire established by Yelu Dashi, who led
the remnants of the Liao dynasty from Manchuria to Central Asia in 1124AD after
fleeing from the Jin conquest of northern China. The empire extended all the way to
Samarkand and lasted until 1218 AD. Both Western Xia and Western Liao were
conquered and destroyed by the Mongol horde of Genghis Khan.



I would suggest that the Narrative for the Land Silk Road Economic Belt must cover
the epic campaign of Alexander the Great (356-323BC) from Macedonia, Greece to
India. Besides bringing death and destruction, he left behind in Central Asia enduring
elements of Greek and Persian cultures and philosophies.

It was also the Abbasid Caliphate (750-1517AD) originating from Central Asia that
ushered in the Golden Age of Islam. Through the great Translation Movement, it
preserved classical Greek, Roman, Hebrew, Persian, Indian, and Chinese texts and
translated them into Arabic. It led to a great flowering of scientific, engineering and
technological innovations as well as religious and philosophical discourses. It
subsequently sparked the European Renaissance.

The contributions of the Ottoman Empire (1300-1922AD) of Turkey to the culture and
civilization of the Land Silk Road must also be recognised.



4.0 Most Glaring Omission: Absence in the Narrative about the 21st Century Maritime
Silk Road

I have found little or no mention in the Chinese Narrative about the Maritime Silk
Road except the seven epic voyages of Chinese Muslim Admiral Zheng He to Southeast
Asia, Indian Ocean, Arabia and East Africa in the Ming Dynasty.

Though his exploits are repeatedly told in China through books, movies and TV dramas
etc, they are told from the Chinese perspective with little or no consideration of the
cultures and civilizations of the countries he visited. His impacts on the fusion of
Chinese culture and civilization with those of Maritime Silk Road countries have not
been adequately covered from the perspective of the countries he visited.



Even more glaring omission is with respect to Ibn Battuta whose contribution to the
fusion of Belt and Road civilizations was acknowledged by President Xi Jinping in his
speech announcing the Belt and Road Initiative in Indonesia in 2013. He also
mentioned Marco Polo.

In 335AD, Ibn Battuta of Tangier, Morocco, then 21 years old, set out to explore the
world. His travels spanned 25 years and 75000 miles. He visited Andalusia, Mekah,
Egypt, Persia, Turkey, Central Asia, India, S.E.Asia, Maldives and China,

Ibn Battuta was unique with respect to the Land and Maritime Silk Roads. He travelled
by land all the way to India, then took ship to China. His ship was blown off course by
storm to Maldives where he was appointed Chief Islamic Judge, and then sailed to China
landing in Quanzhou. He visited Guangzhou, Hangzhou and Beijing.



VOYAGES OF ZHENG HE (71405-33)

—  Main fleets Secondary fleets

l

. .

1400 1405 [ - 1420 1430 1435
FOURTH
VOYAGE =
(1813-15) (Vtew all voyages]
CHINA
—
e&-@ _aHOormuz
ARABIA g,
Jiddah, R AIWAN
% ot P> Ses = OCEAN
o —
. ~“. < =% =
- <>
— = -
Zeila® Calicut i~ ?9- . Cevyion
(Seylac) {Kozhikode) : {SRI LANKA)
AFRICA /2 g : : :
Ningediatin {Kochi) — amudra .
Bra Maldive :
(Baraaw? Isfiands Suma} tra
Palembang 2
Malinds
INDIAN OCEAN ispahit
0 500 1000 mi :
6 860 16'00 km © Encyclopssdia Britannica, Inc.




g )
. g ] — s
ATLANTIC ~nl Aral —
OCEAN EUROP J---...H 'Astrakhc Sea G
A — [ Caspian
Constantinop _~ Sea - Beijing
SPAIN _ @e . tanbul) 2 URKEY ’I(c:brlz Samarkand 1 3 1
enudu o Q’% \ AN l}
Tangier, - Algiers 1 ""tz;,e - ﬁ\ | (-~ IRAN \ \ \'.,_. _/ \‘
Fas 4 & Seq  Damascud\e °__Esfahan Kubu| . \
Marrakec ! N Baghdad n [ \ N CHINA *
: A|EXGHF a'e ruscﬁem [ s . : \ ('~ \ N NS 'I
N, \;.' Culro/; Basra iraz “ " Delhi % . \q _/ \J :
\ [ 7
Sahara = (Y \"’\{g_rﬁ — A ,.-' B Quanzhou
4 .eChittagong /
. : D Guqnzho )
f MALI | y N INDIA [
T AT ARRICA s
Bamako >\ SEA
_ AN Y\ *
/ e " . Cc1|| ut .
’ “\ v Ceylop
\.? '\ ’ ‘ , (Sri Lanka )
Routes of lbn Battutah L @Moquishu Maldive"
f Islands ",
S 1325-27 e 1332-46 Q(ENYA INDIAN i Singapore
€ 1330-32 €= 1349-53 v OCEAN Su?htm N
Note: Dashed lines indicate routes Ibn Battutah | & @ o, v 0 .: 500 1000 mi ¥
may have followed \ (] E ; e
- >l Kilwa 0 . 800 1600km © 2013 Encyclopaadia%%lai




Statues of Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo in Quanzhou, Fujian Province, China



In view of the fact the great majority of Belt and Road countries are Islam, the Glaring
Omission of the Contribution of Ibn Battuta must be corrected.

The Neglect of Ibn Battuta is also Symptomatic of the Neglect of the Contribution of
Islam to Chinese Civilization.

The Greatest Tribute to Ibn Battuta Today is the Ibn Battuta Mall in Dubai. It is an
unique living, shopping and entertaining Ibn Battuta Museum.

I am contacting the Ibn Battatu Mall to explore the possibility of a travelling Ibn Battuta
exhibition for museums in Belt and Road countries.



Ibn Battuta Mall Dubai Full Scale Elephant Clock China Court




5.0 Malaysia and ASEAN Contribution to the Narrative

The contribution of Malaysia and ASEAN to Global Civilization Initiative will be to fill
up the gap in the Narrative of the 215 Century Maritime Silk Road with respect to the
Seven Epic Voyages of Muslim Admiral Zheng He; the Travels of Ibn Battuta; and the
Neglect of the Contribution of Islam.

Malacca, Malaysia

The most important port city associated with Zheng He’s seven epic voyages was
without doubt Malacca. Zheng He visited Malacca five times during his seven epic
voyages, demonstrating the friendly exchanges between China and Southeast Asia. The
most famous site associated with Zheng He is the Zheng He Cultural Museum. The
Museum houses the Ming Palace, Malacca Hall, Mazu Palace, Scientific Navigation
Hall, Lijia Teahouse, Zheng He's treasure ships, official factory models, Yuan and Ming
porcelain collections, and Zheng He's life puppet show, fully demonstrating the mutual
integration of Chinese and Malay cultures over the past 600 years. Other important
sites are the Sambao Temple and the Sam Bao Well.



Samarang, Indonesia

Semarang (=%Z) in Central Java, Indonesia is the only foreign city in the world
named after Admiral Zheng He ("'Sambao''). Zheng He landed here five times during his
seven epic voyages, carried out trade and cultural exchanges, and promoted the
formation of overseas Chinese settlements. The Sambao Temple (Sam Bao Kong) in
Samarang is a historical site built to commemorate Admiral Zheng He. It is one of the
most representative Chinese cultural landmarks in Southeast Asia. Sam Bao Kong is
now shared as a common place of worship by Indonesians of multiple religious
denominations, including Muslims and Buddhists, and by ethnicities like Chinese and
Javanese.

There are many shrines to Zheng He in other ASEAN nations. Malaysia and Indonesia
can lead the ASEAN research on the Narrative about Zheng He and his contributions to
the Maritime Silk Road.



I have been advocating a comprehensive Narrative about the 21t Century Maritime
Silk Road starting with the travels of Zheng He and Ibn Battuta.

The first chapter of the Narrative about the Maritime Silk Road must be about Zheng
He and Nanjing and Taicang in Jiangsu Province since his ships were built there. They
were also the assembly points for the start of his voyages.

Then the Following Chapters:
Zheng He and Malacca Malaysia;
Zheng He and Samarang Indonesia.
Zheng He and the Arab World;
Zheng He and Africa.



As for Ibn Battuta
The Chapters can be but not limited to:

Battuta and The Indian Subcontinent;
Battuta and Maldives;

Battuta and Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam and the Philippines;
Batutta and Quanzhou and Guangzhou;

Then the Present Day:

215t Century Maritime Silk Road and Pacific Islands;
215t Century Maritime Silk Road and Latin America and the Caribbean



6.0 The Influence of Islam on Belt and Road Civilizations

I fully realize the importance of Shandong Province, in any dialogue on the Global
Civilization Initiative, having Nishan and Qufu as the world hub for Confucianism. It
has also one of the most famous Taoist shrines and study centres in Laoshan, Qingdao.

I consider however Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region most appropriate as the Hub in
China for the study of Islamic Influence on the Land Silk Road Economic Belt as it is a
region in China with a large Muslim population.

I also suggest Ningxia as the Hub in China for the Global Civilization Initiative, as
Ningxia throughout its history has been a cauldron for fusing Confucianism, Taoism
and Buddhism; Han, Tibetan, Mongolian and Manchurian Cultures; and Central
Asian, Greco-Persian cultures; and Islam religion.

Malaysia and Indonesia being important Islamic nations in the Maritime Silk Road can
contribute importantly to the study of Islamic influence in Belt and Road civilizations,
especially the spread of Islam to Southern China. Malaysia in recent decades has
contributed to the strengthening of Islamic relations by inviting Chinese Muslim scholars
to be judges and participants in the International Koran Reading Competition and by
offering scholarship to Chinese Muslim students to the International Islamic University.



7.0 The Global Development Initiative and the Global Security Initiative

The Global Civilization Initiative can only be achieved if Nations in the Global South

are Prosperous and Peaceful.

They must learn from China in lifting 800 million of her population in the most remote
regions out of poverty in 2021. This is a feat unparalleled in world history. What is even

more amazing is that the poor have joined China’s society of moderate prosperity (/Mg

#1££>). China has thus been able to take care of all the basic needs of her population, like
clothing, food, housing, and transport (A& 1£4T) as well as access to education, basic
medical services, and gainful employment even in her remotest rural regions. In the
process, China has been improving her environment, turning desert into grassland,
forest and farmland, cleaning up her rivers and lakes, and conserving her wetland, thus

protecting its flora and fauna.

As they become prosperous, they are able to devote resources to improving their quality

of living, as per Chinese saying (5%

Ve

S1H]) or “music, chess, book, painting”.



China’s poverty eradication success has been anchored by the building of physical and
virtual infrastructure throughout the length and breadth of China. There is an old
Chinese saying often quoted by President Xi Jinping: “To get rich, build roads first” (&
1 E SBER).

The G20 Summit Meeting in Rio, Brazil November 2024 established the Global Alliance
Against Hunger and Poverty. This emphasizes the lack of progress in global poverty
eradication just 6 years beftore the SDG deadline of 2030. The World Bank Report Four
Decades of Poverty Reduction in China: Drivers, Insights for the World, and the Way
Ahead dated 2022 urges the developing world to learn from China.

Fortunately, China has been sharing her spectacular development success with the rest of
the world through her visionary Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). BRI is the anchor of the
Global Development Initiative.

I would urge the Narrative on the Land Silk Road Economic Belt and the 215t Century
Maritime Silk Road must include successful projects in infrastructure and related
development in China and the Global South as well as their plans and visions for the
future of BRI. Of particular relevance to the Global Civilization Initiative is China
offering thousands of scholarship to the youth from Belt and Road countries and
building Confucius Institutes and Luban Workshops in their countries
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As for the Global Security Initiative, after the hundred years of humiliation since the Opium War, China
has realised that besides economic prosperity, military power is essential for her national security and well-
being of her people.

China has built a blue ocean navy equipped with fighters, rockets and missiles. It is more than adequate
to assure her territorial integrity and counter any military challenge from abroad.

Along the Land Silk Road Economic Belt, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation has been successfully
established for collective security of participating nations.

I suggest China should urgently consider a similar cooperation organization in port cities and countries
along the 215t Century Maritime Silk Road to assure the genuine freedom of navigation of the vital sea
lanes for commerce and trade in the Global South, as Maritime Commerce and Trade constitutes 60% of
world trade.

As Qingdao is the pioneer of autonomous port operation and management in China and in the world,
Qingdao can take the lead in exploring the feasibility of such a cooperation organisation along the 21
Century Maritime Silk Road. Ports jointly owned and managed by China like Kuantuan, Malaysia,
Kyaukphyu, Myanmar, Hambantota, Sri Lanka, Gwadar, Pakistan, Djibouti, Djibouti, Mombasa, Kenya
and Chancay, Chile, can be founding members. In view of the current close cooperation between
Shandong and Malaysia, Kuantan Port should be the partner of Qingdao in this initiative.



8.0 Recommendation

As the Nishan World Centre for Confucian Studies has the experience and worldwide
network of the Nishan Forum on World Civilizations for more than a decade, 1
recommend it leads in compiling a comprehensive Narrative on the Fusion of Belt and
Road Civilizations of the Land Silk Road Economic Belt and the 215t Century
Maritime Silk Road.

The Malaysian anchor partner can be UTAR and her Nishan Forum Branch and her
Belt and Road Strategic Research Centre.

The Narrative should be suitable for use as Education Curriculum in Belt and Road
countries.

That should be complemented by Al enabled virtual reality exhibits for Museums in
Belt and Road nations for the information and edification of the common people.



Thank You
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