
 

AE4RIA Activity Report: January–August 
2025 

The Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation on Aephoria (AE4RIA) is pleased to 

present an overview of activities and achievements from the first half of 2025. 

AE4RIA is a collaborative network bringing together research institutions, innovation 

accelerators, science-technology-policy interface platforms, scientific associations, and 

academies, all committed to advancing sustainable development. AE4RIA brings together a 

multidisciplinary team of over 200 researchers, including economists, mathematicians, 

statisticians, engineers, natural scientists, and social and human sciences experts. As one of the 

world’s largest research networks focused on sustainability, AE4RIA provides science-based 

solutions to support the global transition toward sustainable development.  

The network is founded and directed by Professor Phoebe Koundouri 

https://ae4ria.org/
https://ae4ria.org/people/
http://phoebekoundouri.org/


 

Mapping AE4RIA Projects: Countries, Regions, and Primary Research Focus Areas 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

News & Highlights 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Appointed Co-Chair of the 2027 UN Global Sustainable Development 

Report 

We are delighted to announce that Professor Phoebe Koundouri has been appointed by the UN 

Secretary-General as Co-Chair of the Independent Group of 15 Scientists that will author the 

2027 Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR). The GSDR, mandated by the UN General 

Assembly, is a landmark report produced every four years to inform the SDG Summit. It 

provides policymakers with cutting-edge scientific insights and recommendations to accelerate 

the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the achievement of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

The first official Member State briefing launching the process took place on September 19, 

2025, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. For more information, visit: GSDR 

Overview 

Read the official press release here: UN Press Release 

 

https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr2027
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr2027
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2025/09/pr-2027-gsdr/


Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Elected Ambassador for the European Research Council (ERC) 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce that Prof. Phoebe Koundouri has been selected as one of the 32 

inaugural Ambassadors of the European Research Council (ERC). 

This exciting initiative was officially launched on 28 April 2025 by the ERC in collaboration with 

the Association of ERC Grantees (AERG). It brings together leading researchers from 21 EU 

Member States and 5 Associated Countries to promote frontier research and its critical role in 

Europe’s sustainable and innovative future. 

As an ERC Synergy Grantee of the ERC Water Futures project — the world’s largest research 

initiative on next-generation urban water systems — Prof. Koundouri is deeply committed to 

advancing science that drives practical, systemic change.The Ambassador network reflects a 

strong commitment to diversity, featuring 17 women and 15 men across a wide spectrum of 

disciplines, including life sciences, engineering, social sciences, and the humanities. 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Appointed Visiting Professor at the University of Cambridge 

https://erc.europa.eu/
https://aerg.eu/
https://waterfutures.eu/project/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/


 

AE4RIA is proud to share that Professor Phoebe Koundouri has been appointed Visiting 

Professor at the Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge, and elected Senior 

Research Associate at Peterhouse, University of Cambridge. 

This recognition holds special significance for Professor Koundouri, as Cambridge is her alma 

mater—a place that profoundly shaped both her academic journey and personal growth. She 

previously studied, researched, and taught at the University of Cambridge, supported by the 

Peterhouse Scholarship of Excellence and the Cambridge Commonwealth Trust Scholarship of 

Excellence, completing both her MPhil and PhD at the Department of Economics. 

Through these new appointments, Professor Koundouri will continue to contribute to 

Cambridge’s academic community, advancing collaborative research and interdisciplinary 

engagement at the science-policy interface.  

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri to Serve on the National Council for Research and Innovation of 

Cyprus 

 



 

We are proud to announce that Professor Phoebe Koundouri has been appointed as a Member 

of the National Council for Research and Innovation (NCRI) under the Deputy Ministry of 

Research, Innovation, and Digital Policy of Cyprus. 

As the highest advisory body to the State, the NCRI plays a pivotal role in shaping national 

policy, advancing scientific excellence, and driving technological innovation. Its mission is to 

provide strategic direction for long-term plans that strengthen research, technological 

development, and innovation. 

Through this appointment, Professor Koundouri will work alongside esteemed colleagues to 

promote scientific advancement, technological progress, and sustainable innovation in Cyprus. 

New Strategic Collaborations and Partnerships 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Global Innovation Hub 

 

1 - UN Climate Change Global Innovation Hub’s Sixth Systemic Innovation Workshop, during Bonn Climate Change Conference  



 

We are delighted to announce the formation of a strategic partnership between  the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Global Innovation Hub, led by 

Mr. Thioye, and the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) Global Climate Hub, 

led by Prof. Koundouri. This collaboration will harness scientific modeling, stakeholder 

engagement, and digital tools to facilitate measurable, inclusive, and systemic sustainability 

transitions. 

Global Energy Interconnection Development and Cooperation Organization (GEIDCO) 

 

2 -  PCCB Networking Session – Energy Cluster during Bonn Climate Change Conference 

 

We are pleased to announce our collaboration with the Global Energy Interconnection 

Development and Cooperation Organization (GEIDCO) and the establishment of the GEIDCO 

National Committee in Greece. 



The Committee will be hosted by the Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation on 

Aephoria (AE4RIA), in collaboration with the Research Laboratory on Socio-Economic and 

Environmental Sustainability (ReSEES) at the Athens University of Economics and Business, the 

Sustainable Development Unit at the Athena Research Center, and the Sustainable Development 

Solutions Network (SDSN) Global Climate Hub. 

Nizami Ganjavi International Center (NGIC) 

 

We are delighted to announce a new partnership between the Alliance of Excellence for 

Research and Innovation on Aephoria (AE4RIA) and the Nizami Ganjavi International Center 

(NGIC), a renowned global institution based in Azerbaijan that unites leaders and thinkers to 

foster dialogue, cooperation, and solutions to today’s most pressing challenges. 

The collaboration involves two AE4RIA members: the Sustainable Development Unit (Athena 

RC) and the SDSN Global Climate Hub, hosted by Athena RC and AUEB, which designs pathways 

toward climate neutrality and resilience. As an initial step, the partnership will develop an 

Azerbaijan case study, to be presented at the 2026 Global Baku Forum, charting pathways to 

climate neutrality and resilience by 2050. This initiative reflects our shared vision of driving 

global sustainability through research, innovation, and inclusive dialogue. 

 International Climate Councils Network (ICCN) 



 

 

We are delighted to announce a new partnership with the International Climate Councils 

Network (ICCN). This collaboration is further strengthened by the appointment of Professor 

Phoebe Koundouri to the Special Scientific Committee on Climate Change under the Hellenic 

Ministry of Environment and Energy, where she represents Greece alongside Professor Christos 

Zerefos and Professor Costas Synolakis. 

Launched in 2021, the ICCN serves as a global forum for official climate councils, fostering 

collaboration, exchanging knowledge, and sharing best practices to strengthen their role in 

advising governments. Partnering with the SDSN Global Climate Hub, hosted by Athena RC and 

AUEB under AE4RIA, will enhance efforts to develop science-based pathways toward climate 

neutrality and resilience, while supporting effective climate governance worldwide. 

AE4RIA to Co-Lead the Athens Climate Reality Hub 

 



 

3 -  The Climate Reality Project Leadership Corps training, Rome 2024  

We are delighted to announce that AE4RIA will co-lead the establishment of the Athens Climate 

Reality Hub, in partnership with the Global Shapers Athens Hub. 

The Climate Reality Project, founded and chaired by former U.S. Vice President and Nobel 

Peace Prize Laureate Al Gore, is a global movement working to accelerate solutions to the 

climate crisis. With branches worldwide, the initiative empowers communities through local 

Climate Hubs—collaborative networks that connect citizens, experts, and policymakers to 

design and implement climate-neutral and resilient pathways. 

The new Athens Hub will join this international network to strengthen climate action in Greece, 

bringing together academia, civil society, and youth leadership. AE4RIA will contribute its 

scientific expertise and global networks, while the Global Shapers Athens Hub will lead 

community engagement. Supported by the Climate Reality Project Europe, the Athens Hub will 

benefit from training, resources, and participation in a global platform of climate leaders. 

New AE4RIA Knowledge & Impact Series 

AE4RIA launched two important new series designed to strengthen the bridge between 

science, policy, and society: 

AE4RIA & 360info Science-Policy Briefs 

https://ae4ria.org/category/policy-briefs/


 

 

4 - https://ae4ria.org/tariffs-as-a-double-edged-sword-economic-risks-and-geopolitical-implications-360info/ 



 

5 - https://ae4ria.org/droughts-leading-to-floods-greece-is-facing-a-dangerous-climate-paradox-360info/ 

 

6 - https://ae4ria.org/can-greece-lead-the-charge-in-green-shipping-360info/ 



 

7 - https://ae4ria.org/climate-cash-crisis-can-investment-planning-fix-europes-finance-adaptation-gap/ 

 

8 - https://ae4ria.org/greece-ought-to-act-holistically-against-climate-challenges-or-face-failures/ 



 

9 - https://ae4ria.org/why-greece-should-bank-on-its-diet-for-a-double-dividend-in-climate-and-health/ 

 

10 - https://ae4ria.org/suburban-myths-why-green-isnt-always-safe/ 



 

11 - https://ae4ria.org/hotter-harsher-smarter-greeces-blueprint-for-climate-adaptation/ 

 

12 - https://ae4ria.org/can-ai-offer-the-sdgs-a-lifeline/ 



 

13 - https://ae4ria.org/rethinking-energy-security-in-a-net-zero-world/ 

In partnership with 360info, a global not-for-profit wire service delivering solutions-focused 

journalism, AE4RIA launched a series of Science-Policy Briefs. This new series is designed to 

make scientific knowledge more accessible and actionable for decision-makers by translating 

cutting-edge research into concise, policy-relevant insights. Topics range from climate 

adaptation and energy security to AI, public health, and sustainable finance — all framed 

within the Sustainable Development Goals.  

In the first half of 2025, AE4RIA released 10 Science-Policy Briefs, with more to come 

throughout the year. You can read the full series and explore upcoming briefs online. 

AE4RIA Research Seminar Series 

https://ae4ria.org/category/policy-briefs/
https://ae4ria.org/category/conferences-events-workshops/ae4ria-seminars/


 

The AE4RIA Research Seminar Series, organized by the ReSEES Research Laboratory (AUEB) 

and the Sustainable Development Unit – ATHENA RC, and hosted by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, 

is dedicated to exploring cutting-edge, interdisciplinary research at the intersection of 

economic, social, and natural systems. Each seminar brings together leading academics and 

experts to address pressing global challenges and share insights that can guide the transition 

toward sustainable and inclusive growth. 

In the first half of 2025, AE4RIA hosted 11 seminars, creating a vibrant forum for dialogue 

between researchers, practitioners, and policymakers. Summaries and recordings are available 

online.  

 

14 - ESG Momentum in International Equity Returns and the SDG Content of Financial Asset Portfolios  

Dr. Conrad Landis, Senior Researcher, AE4RIA   watch here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=26gH-GlcJ_8&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fae4ria.org%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


 

15 - Embedding Success: Vectorizing the Future of Skills, Occupations, and Policy Insights 

Dr. Georgios Feretzakis, ML Researcher, AE4RIA watch here 

 

16 - Earth Observation in support of SDGs: Monitoring and achievements 

Presenters: Evangelos Gerasopoulos, National Observatory of Athens and Danai-Eleni Michailidou, Research associate at 
IERSD/NOA  watch here 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oP49t3tNoBA&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fae4ria.org%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4j3KhI1Nbvw&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fae4ria.org%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


17 - Consensus Group Decision Making Under Model Uncertainty with a View Towards Environmental Policy Making  

Prof. Athanasios Yannakopoulos, AUEB  watch here 

 

18 - History matters: how the ocean’s history informs the ongoing climate change 

Prof. Ali Mashayek, Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge watch here 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTBdyWt1px4&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fae4ria.org%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDFYD8rWm_E&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fae4ria.org%2F&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE


 

 

19 - Diet quality, groundwater depletion and the Sustainable Development Goal 2 

Prof. Alok Bhargava, Professor at the University of Maryland School of Public Policy watch here 

 

20 - What Climate Repair & Biodiversity Can Learn from AI Driven MedTech Translation 

Tony Kypreos, Entrepreneur in Residence, The London Institute for Healthcare Engineering, The School of Biomedical Engineering 
and Imaging Sciences, King’s College London watch here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioBrmJ0J3QA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqsmeXChyAU


 

21 -  Closing the AI Gap between High-Income Countries and Emerging Markets and Developing Economies 

Prof. Yanis Ben Amor, Assistant Professor of Global Health and Microbiological Sciences, Columbia University USA watch here 

July Internship Program with Cambridge and Oxford Students at AE4RIA 

Throughout July, our team had the pleasure of hosting five exceptional undergraduate and 

postgraduate students from the Department of Earth Sciences at Cambridge University and 

the University of Oxford, Department of Physics, who worked with our team at the Research 

Laboratory, Athens University of Economics and Business, and the Sustainable Development 

Unit of Athena Research Center, under the supervision of AE4RIA researchers and with the 

guidance of Professor Dr. Phoebe Koundouri. 

Each student contributed to high-impact research advancing AE4RIA’s mission to accelerate 

sustainable development through the science–policy interface: 

• Angelina Campbell (Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge) – “Reconceptualising 

Land Use Conflict as an Emergent Property of Complexity.” 

• Miranda McLanahan (Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge) – Optimised European 

electricity generation using the LEAP-NEMO model, exploring cost-effective 

decarbonisation pathways. 

• Anna Philippopoulou (Physics, University of Oxford) – “Global Public Interest in Climate 

Change: Seasonal and Geographical Patterns.” 

• Chloe Chua (QCES Master’s, University of Cambridge) – Analysed transition pathways 

for Greece’s agri-food sector through the Mediterranean diet. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LShmjEPFJPg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/department-of-earth-sciences-at-cambridge-university/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-oxford-department-of-physics/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/athens-university-of-economics-and-business/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sduathenarc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/sduathenarc/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/-athena-research-and-innovation-center/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/-athena-research-and-innovation-center/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/professor-dr-phoebe-koundouri-55a90627/


• Lauren Rose Goldie (Natural Sciences, University of Cambridge) – “Parallel Crises: Public 

Perception and Policy Responses to Climate and AI Risks.” 

 

New Reports from the SDSN Global Climate Hub 

The SDSN Global Climate Hub, chaired by Professor Phoebe Koundouri, has released two new 

flagship reports during the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development 

(FFD4) in Seville. Both reports present science-based, systems-modelled pathways for achieving 

climate neutrality, combining energy, food, land, water, and maritime sectors. In addition,  

Climate Neutrality Pathways for Greece: Integrated Assessment and Decision Support Tool 

https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/REPORT_GCHmodels_SDSNscenario_Greece__2.pdf


 

This report provides a high-resolution simulation of Greece’s path to 2050, under both 

“Business as Usual” and full implementation of national commitments. It integrates models on 

food systems, energy, biofuels, land use, water, and shipping, offering a comprehensive 

decision-support tool for policymakers.   

READ THE REPORT 

 

Reference:  

Koundouri, P., et al. (2025). Climate Neutrality Pathways for Greece: Integrated Assessment and 

Decision Support Tool (SDSN Global Climate Hub – AE4RIA Report, July 2025). Athens University 

of Economics and Business. DOI: 10.13140/RG.2.2.15107.62248 | ISSN: 2811-3205 

An Integrated Assessment of the European National Commitments for Climate Neutrality 

https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/REPORT_GCHmodels_SDSNscenario_Greece__2.pdf
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.15107.62248
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/GCHmodels_EU_a4_cover_web-3.pdf


 

Extending the same methodology across 35 European countries, including the UK and Balkans, 

this report evaluates National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs) and delivers 20 targeted policy 

recommendations for accelerating the transition to net-zero.  

READ THE REPORT 

 

Reference:  

Koundouri, P., et al. (2025). An Integrated Assessment of the European National Commitments 

for Climate Neutrality (SDSN Global Climate Hub – AE4RIA Report, July 2025). Athens University 

of Economics and Business. DOI:  10.13140/RG.2.2.28529.39521 | ISSN: 2811-3205 

Post-fire flood hazards: Integrated modelling, protection measures, economic and policy 

implications 

https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/GCHmodels_EU_a4_cover_web-3.pdf
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.28529.39521
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/post-fire-flood-hazards-and-protection-REPORT.pdf
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/post-fire-flood-hazards-and-protection-REPORT.pdf


 

This report presents an interdisciplinary framework to assess and mitigate post-wildfire flood 

risks, demonstrated through a case study in Kineta, Greece. The findings show that targeted 

protection measures can significantly reduce inundation impacts at a fraction of the cost of 

damages, while offering governance roadmaps and policy recommendations for resilience in 

regions exposed to combined hazards.  

READ THE REPORT 

Reference:  

Koundouri P, Alamanos A, Papaioannou G, Markogianni V, Varlas G, Basheer M, Nagkoulis N, 

Plataniotis A, Wise RM, Xenarios S, Nisiforou O, Papadopoulos A, Dimitriou E. (2025). Post-fire 

flood hazards: Integrated modelling, protection measures, and economic implications (SDSN 

Global Climate Hub – AE4RIA Report, August 2025)  

10th edition of the Sustainable Development Report 

https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/post-fire-flood-hazards-and-protection-REPORT.pdf


 On June 24, 2025, the 10th edition of the Sustainable Development Report by SDSN was 

launched — the most authoritative global report tracking SDG progress across all UN Member 

States.  This year’s edition introduces the new SDGi Index and proposes urgent reforms to the 

Global Financial Architecture. Read it here 

Professor Koundouri was honoured to speak at the launch event, presenting the SDSN Global 

Climate Hub’s new reports.  Watch  it here  

 

 

 

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/
https://www.youtube.com/live/2Q_3c8Ffh1E?si=BHpj3oDlkn-fc-Kk


Selected Conferences 

During the first half of 2025, AE4RIA actively engaged in and co-organized major international 

conferences and high-level policy dialogues. Across these events, AE4RIA showcased its 

cutting-edge research, systems-based modelling tools, and science–policy expertise, while 

fostering collaborations with global stakeholders on climate neutrality, sustainable 

development, and the green transition. Below is a selection of these activities, with more to 

follow. 

4th International Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4) | Seville, Spain  

Launch of Climate Reports 

On 1 July, AE4RIA co-organized the high-level session “Evidence-based Financial Pathways for 

Decarbonisation and Climate Neutrality” with the SDSN Global Climate Hub and PVBLIC 

Foundation, launching: 

• Assessment of European National Commitments for Climate Neutrality 

• Climate Neutrality Pathways for Greece 

Assessing NECPs across 35 countries, findings highlight strong projected emissions cuts under 

national commitments, persistent reliance on net imports of electricity/hydrogen, untapped 

biofuel potential, and severe water stress in Southern Europe. The report offers 20 policy 

recommendations for a just, science-based transition. Distinguished participants included:  

• H.E. Va’inga Tone – Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Tonga to the United 

Nations 

• Dr. Gene Leon – Executive Director, Development Bank for Resilient Prosperity 

• H.E. Ameenah Gurib-Fakim – Former President of Mauritius 

• Ketan Patel – Chairman, Force for Good Initiative 

• María Cortés Puch – Vice President, SDSN 

• Professor Yannis Ioannidis – President, ACM; Professor, University of Athens 



 

 

Dialogue on Financing for Sustainable Development 

On 2 July, Professor Koundouri contributed to the Breakfast Dialogue “Beyond Projects, 

Towards Prosperity: Financing for a New Era”, co-hosted by the UN Joint SDG Fund, PVBLIC 

Foundation, and the Development Bank for Resilient Prosperity (The Nature Bank). 

In her intervention, she stressed the importance of clear investment portfolios—covering 

infrastructure, technologies, and policy transformations—as essential for mobilizing private 

capital. She underlined that while public funding is vital, it cannot meet the scale of the 

challenge alone. Strategic alignment between public and private finance is necessary for 

systemic, long-term impact. 



 

 



AI for Sustainable Development 

Later on 2 July, Professor Koundouri participated in the ACM session “Smart Tech, Fair Finance – 

The Promise and Risks of AI for Sustainable Development”, moderated by ACM President Prof. 

Yannis Ioannidis and Prof. Virginia Dignum. 

She presented the study “AI Policies Towards the AGI Challenge: An International Assessment”, 

which shows that while most national policies focus on ethics, safety, and risk mitigation, few 

explicitly address Artificial General Intelligence (AGI), and global disparities remain in AI 

governance.  

She also introduced two AE4RIA tools: 

• AE4RIA AI Skills – linking policy frameworks (e.g., European Green Deal) to workforce 

planning, upskilling, and reskilling. 

• AE4RIA SDG Tracker – using machine learning to assess document alignment with the 17 

SDGs. 

 

 

FFD4 Gala Evenings 



Prof. Koundouri was honored to take part in two prestigious gala events hosted by the Nizami 

Ganjavi International Center (NGIC),  which brought together heads of state, global leaders, 

and distinguished experts: 

• A special dinner in honor of Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General of UNCTAD and 

former Vice President of Costa Rica. The evening brought together global leaders and 

provided an opportunity for inspiring exchanges on the role of climate finance, trade, 

and investment in driving inclusive growth. 

• A gala dinner in tribute to Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the 

World Health Organization (WHO). During the event, Prof. Giuli Alasania (University of 

Georgia) presented Dr. Tedros with an honorary diploma recognizing his leadership 

during the COVID-19 pandemic and his contributions to global health. 

 

 



International Conference on Sustainable Cities: Interdisciplinary Approaches| Athens, 

Greece 

The International Conference on Sustainable Cities, held on June 27 at the Athens University 

of Economics and Business was a resounding success. The event brought together global 

experts, policymakers, academics, and practitioners to exchange knowledge and co-design 

actionable solutions for sustainable urban futures. 

A Day of Impactful Conversations 

 The conference provided a vibrant interdisciplinary platform to tackle the pressing challenges of 

climate change, rapid urbanization, and socio-economic transformation. Discussions spanned 

urban climate modelling, energy systems, resilient infrastructure, nature-based solutions, food 

and marine security, inclusive governance, and the pivotal role of education and skills in 

enabling just urban transitions. 

Key Highlights 

• Inspiring keynote speeches from thought leaders across Europe, Asia, and the Americas 

• High-level panels on climate finance, green infrastructure, public health, digital 

engagement, and urban innovation 

• Cross-sectoral exchange of best practices and case studies bridging local and global 

perspectives 

• A live demonstration of the ARSINOE_EU Virtual Reality platform, showcasing immersive 

tools for public education and participatory urban planning 

Watch the video  

 

https://youtu.be/Cb4frArHpH4?si=ulJZjEcjkU5AtmEG


 

 

30th Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists  

The 30th Annual Conference of the European Association of Environmental and Resource 

Economists (EAERE) took place in Bergen, Norway, co-organised by EAERE, the Norwegian 

School of Economics (NHH), the Centre for Applied Research at NHH (SNF), and AIM Group 

International. 

Our team organised two sessions: 

• ERC Grants Workshop – Advancing Frontier Research in Environmental Economics: Led 

by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri in her role as ERC Ambassador and Synergy Grantee, the 

workshop showcased ERC-funded projects on climate, energy, and sustainability. 

Distinguished grantees including Profs. Ahlvik, Lamperti, De Cian, Campiglio, Tavoni, and 

Fabra shared insights on scientific impact and the ERC application process.  

• Launch of the Cambridge University Press Elements Series: Chaired by Prof. Koundouri 

as Series Editor, this new interdisciplinary collection provides concise, policy-relevant 

resources at the interface of economics, ecology, and sustainability.  



 

 



 

High-Level Conference on Sustainable Energy Future through Hydrogen 

On April 29, 2025, a high-level international conference on hydrogen and sustainable energy 

took place at the Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB), as part of a broader 

three-day European collaboration. The event, titled “Shaping Europe’s Sustainable Energy 

Future through Hydrogen”, gathered leading scientists, policymakers, and industry 

representatives to discuss hydrogen’s pivotal role in Europe’s path to climate neutrality. 

Professor Phoebe Koundouri (AUEB & DTU) opened the conference, followed by speeches from 

representatives of AUEB, the “Athena” Research Center, SDSN, and the UNFCCC. Keynote 

speaker Dr. Abdullah Belhaif Al Nuaimi, former UAE Minister, called hydrogen the “final link” in 

full decarbonization. Experts from institutions such as DTU and the Academy of Athens 

presented research, and a final panel discussed Europe’s hydrogen ecosystem.The conference 

underscored the need for evidence-based policy and cross-sector collaboration. A follow-up 

workshop addressed barriers to hydrogen adoption and stakeholder engagement.  

Read the Press Release in English  and Greek 

The conference was organized by the Research Laboratory on Socio-Economic and 

Environmental Sustainability (ReSEES) of the Athens University of Economics and Business in 

collaboration with the Department of Technology, Management, and Economics at the Technical 

University of Denmark (DTU), the Sustainable Development Unit of the Athena Research Center, 

the UN SDSN Global Climate Hub, SDSN Europe, the Alliance of Excellence for Research and 

Innovation on Αephoria (AE4RIA), and the EU-funded project MAIA.  The event was supported by 

the European Association of Environmental and Resource Economists 

(EAERE) and INZEB,National Coordinator of the EU Climate Pact in Greece. 

Watch the video  

https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdullah_Al_Nuaimi
https://ae4ria.org/press-release-high-level-conference-on-sustainable-energy-future-through-hydrogen/press-release-ηydrogen-conferece-29-04-25/
https://ae4ria.org/press-release-high-level-conference-on-sustainable-energy-future-through-hydrogen/δελτιου-τυπου-συνεδριο-με-θεμα-το-υδρο/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/7038f512-e83a-4ba4-86c0-bacfdf740ee8/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/7038f512-e83a-4ba4-86c0-bacfdf740ee8/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/f68ca7e7-c4f6-41dd-8ffb-4d64d04fbea1/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/09bfeb16-f324-4c69-b03a-f1c68b895958/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/09bfeb16-f324-4c69-b03a-f1c68b895958/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/9e1331f0-d181-4cf1-b11c-a9d14714fad9/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/9a06a945-9f9e-4043-94ca-5056f2c44033/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/afd4993f-7a02-4740-bf67-2a57338218b4/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/d0806dd7-02c3-4354-be20-68408d9e6d6b/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/d0806dd7-02c3-4354-be20-68408d9e6d6b/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/c3a04267-2c60-4dfe-b526-2188df90aa21/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/5295f13f-4a28-47b1-bd94-93ea53843d90/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/5295f13f-4a28-47b1-bd94-93ea53843d90/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://pkoundouri.msnd11.com/tracking/lc/f5ac28a1-75e0-4f0e-b67c-9ff8e5dfbc4a/6354b8b0-6d49-4fa2-aed9-2d9b5a1827e5/19d8c93f-22a5-46bf-a3ca-a147f4f11a30/
https://youtu.be/YqDUQEAWck0?si=eF3HNP30fwn7of8-


 

 



 

 

XII Baku Global Forum  

Panel COP29: Breakthrough to Belém – Accelerating Transformation 

At the XII Baku Global Forum, (held from March 13-15) organized by the Nizami Ganjavi 

International Center, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri had the honor of joining esteemed colleagues in a 

panel discussion on COP29: Breakthrough to Belém – Accelerating Transformation. The 

discussion focused on the key challenges and opportunities in global climate policy, finance, and 

action following COP29, with an emphasis on shaping the agenda for COP30 in Belém. 

Prof. Koundouri spoke on climate finance and economic opportunities, highlighting the critical 

need to strengthen the economic case for decarbonization, address challenges in securing 

climate finance from developed nations, explore innovative funding mechanisms, and increase 

private sector involvement. Learn more  

The Role of Universities in Promoting Peace and Security in the Extended Black Sea Region 

As a Fellow and Trustee of the World Academy of Art and Science Art & Science and Member of 

the Leadership Council of SDSN Black Sea, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri participated in the 

International Workshop on “The Role of Universities in Promoting Peace and Security in the 

https://nizamiganjavi-ic.org/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://unfccc.int/cop30
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-joins-panel-on-climate-finance-at-the-xii-baku-global-forum/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/


Extended Black Sea Region – from the Caucasus to the Balkans,” held at Baku Higher Oil 

School during the XII Baku Global Forum. 

Organized by the Black Sea Universities Network, the World Academy of Art & Science, 

and SDSN Black Sea, the workshop explored the critical role of universities in addressing 

regional challenges. The panel discussions focused on how universities can contribute to 

tackling migration, promoting sustainable development, and enhancing human security in the 

Extended Black Sea Region, while also identifying key priorities for peace and stability. Learn 

more 

 

 

https://bhos.edu.az/en
https://bhos.edu.az/en
https://worldacademy.org/
https://www.unsdsn.org/our-networks/black-sea/
https://ae4ria.org/the-xii-global-baku-forum-on-rethinking-the-world-order-turning-challenges-into-opportunities/
https://ae4ria.org/the-xii-global-baku-forum-on-rethinking-the-world-order-turning-challenges-into-opportunities/


 

Partnership Forum of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) United Nations 

Headquarters in New York 

On February 5, 2025, the Partnership Forum of the UN Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) took place at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. As part of this global 

dialogue, the side event, hosted by AE4RIA – Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation 

on Aephoria, PVBLIC Foundation, and the University of Cambridge, explored how 

interdisciplinary, systems-based approaches can accelerate progress toward the SDGs. During 

the panel discussion, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri had the privilege of engaging with H.E. Viliami 

Va’inga Tōnē, Ambassador of Tonga to the U.S. and Permanent Representative to the UN, and 

H.E. Dr. Hyginus Gene Leon, Ambassador-at-Large for Saint Lucia and Former IMF Senior 

Official. The session was moderated by Ashaki Goodwin, Director of Government Affairs 

at PVBLIC Foundation. Together, they examined how AI, climate science, data science, 

engineering, and sustainable finance can shape policies and economic strategies, particularly for 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and the Global South. Learn more  

On February 11, AE4RIA, PVBLIC Foundation, and the University of Cambridge hosted a high-

level side event at the UN FFD4 Preparatory Committee on “Unlocking Natural Capital to 

Support Global Climate Finance in SIDS and the Global South.” The session gathered leaders 

from finance, policy, and sustainability to discuss innovative frameworks that value natural 

resources, improve financial access, and integrate interdisciplinary research—marking a key 

step toward reshaping global finance for climate resilience in vulnerable regions. Learn more 

https://ecosoc.un.org/en
https://ecosoc.un.org/en
https://ae4ria.org/
https://ae4ria.org/
https://www.pvblic.org/
https://www.cam.ac.uk/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://dam.media.un.org/archive/Permanent-Representative-of-Guinea--H-E--Mr--Viliami-Va-inga-Tone-2AM9LOQUZE25.html
https://dam.media.un.org/archive/Permanent-Representative-of-Guinea--H-E--Mr--Viliami-Va-inga-Tone-2AM9LOQUZE25.html
https://www.caribank.org/about-us/bank-organisation/president
http://pvblic.org/who-we-are
https://www.pvblic.org/
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-at-the-un-ecosoc-partnership-forum/
https://ae4ria.org/unlocking-natural-capital-for-climate-finance-ae4ria-pvblic-foundation-and-university-of-cambridge-at-the-un/


 

 



 

 

HIGHLIGHTS & RESEARCH PROJECTS under ReSEES Laboratory/ Athens 

University of Economics and Business 

 



ERC Water-Futures: Smart Water Futures: Designing the Next Generation of Urban 

Drinking Water Systems 

 

 

ERC Water Futures Meeting at DTU 

On May 8–9, the ERC Water Futures consortium met at the Technical University of Denmark 

(DTU) to push forward the frontier of smart, equitable, and resilient urban drinking water 

systems. 

Led by a multidisciplinary team of experts in AI, water science, economics, behavioral research, 

and sustainability, the meeting featured sessions on reinforcement learning, urban water 

fairness, sustainable pricing, climate-health linkages, and policy modeling. 

Participating institutions: KIOS Research and Innovation Center of Excellence – PI: Prof. Marios 

Polycarpou , Bielefeld University – PI: Prof. Barbara Hammer, KWR Water Research Institute – 

PI: Prof. Dragan Savic FREng, Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) & DTU – 

Technical University of Denmark – PI: Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri 

Our team at RESEES, Research Laboratory AUEB and DTU, made key contributions across several 

thematic areas: 

• Bayesian training & counterfactual decision-making – Panagiotis Samartzis, 

CFA, Konstantinos Georgalos 

• Integrated urban water management (Limassol case study) – Ebun Akinsete (PhD), Lydia 

Papadaki 

https://waterfutures.eu/
https://waterfutures.eu/
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://waterfutures.eu/
https://www.dtu.dk/english/
https://www.dtu.dk/english/
https://www.kios.ucy.ac.cy/
https://www.kios.ucy.ac.cy/people/marios-polycarpou/
https://www.kios.ucy.ac.cy/people/marios-polycarpou/
https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/(en)/
https://ekvv.uni-bielefeld.de/pers_publ/publ/PersonDetail.jsp?personId=18302458&lang=en
https://www.kwrwater.nl/en/
https://www.kwrwater.nl/en/experts-expertises/experts/dragan-savic/
https://www.aueb.gr/en
https://www.dtu.dk/english/
https://www.dtu.dk/english/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.dept.aueb.gr/en/ReSEES
https://ae4ria.org/members/samartzis-panagiotis/
https://ae4ria.org/members/georgalos-konstantinos/
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/


• Fairness in urban water systems – Anastasia Litina, Konstantinos Georgalos, Ebun 

Akinsete (PhD), Lydia Papadaki 

• ESG pricing & sustainability in the water sector – Conrad Landis 

• Public preferences for water (in)security under uncertainty (Athens case) – Sofia 

Frantzi, Roy Brouwer 

• Blending experimental economics with living labs in water governance – Ebun 

Akinsete, Lydia Papadaki, Alina Velias 

• Climate-induced mortality from temperature change in Europe – Karyn Morrissey, Philip 

McBride 

• National vs EU-level emission policy effectiveness – Theis Utoft Madsen, Dogan Keles 

Hosted by: DTU, Lyngby, Denmark. Learn more  

 

 

https://www.anastasialitina.com/
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lums/people/konstantinos-georgalos
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/
https://ae4ria.org/members/lydia-papadaki/
https://ae4ria.org/members/conrad-felix-michel-landis-2/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sofiafrantzi/?originalSubdomain=gr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sofiafrantzi/?originalSubdomain=gr
https://uwaterloo.ca/economics/profiles/roy-brouwer
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/
https://ae4ria.org/members/lydia-papadaki/
https://ae4ria.org/members/velias-alina/
https://sdg.cairnes.universityofgalway.ie/faculty/professor-karyn-morrissey/
https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/persons/philip-james-mcbride
https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/persons/philip-james-mcbride
https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/persons/theis-utoft-madsen
https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/persons/dogan-keles
https://ae4ria.org/advancing-smart-and-equitable-urban-water-systems-erc-water-futures-meeting-at-dtu/


 

 

The next quarterly meeting for the ERC Water Futures is scheduled to take place on 8–9 October 

in Cyprus, hosted by KIOS Research and Innovation Center of Excellence at the University of 

Cyprus. 



HORIZON EU | SOILCRATES: SOil Innovation Labs: Co-Regenerating And Transforming 

European Soils 

 

 

SOILCRATES General Assembly – May 12–13, 2025 

The SOILCRATES General Assembly brought together researchers, practitioners, and policy 

advisors from across Europe, both online and at the project’s Living Labs. The meeting was a key 

moment to reflect on progress, share insights, and coordinate the next phase of action.  Funded 

with 12 million euros, the project seeks to contribute to the EU Mission for healthy 

agricultural soils through the creation of four Living Labs (LL) in the Netherlands, France, Ireland 

and Spain. 

Highlights included local perspectives on “healthy soil,” early findings on land use and 

community engagement, collaborative sessions across disciplines and geographies, and ethical 

guidance to support responsible innovation. Input from the Advisory Board further 

strengthened cross-team collaboration toward a shared vision for A Soil Deal for Europe. 

The next General Assembly will take place in October 2025 in Spain. More information: 

soilcrates.eu 

 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-soilcrates-soil-innovation-labs-co-regenerating-and-transforming-european-soils/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-soilcrates-soil-innovation-labs-co-regenerating-and-transforming-european-soils/
https://soilcrates.eu/


HORIZON EU | DiverSea: Integrated Observation, Mapping, Monitoring and Prediction 

for Functional Biodiversity of Coastal Seas 

 

 

European Maritime Day 2025 

Our team at the Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) represented the 

DiverSea project at the European Maritime Day (EMD) in Cork, Ireland (22–23 May 2025). As 

part of the exhibition, we showcased the DiverSea poster “Pioneering Biodiversity, Observation, 

Mapping and Monitoring for Sustainable Ocean Management and Protection,” presented by 

Alice Guittard. 

Through our participation, AUEB team promoted the project to policymakers, industry leaders, 

and stakeholders from across Europe, while also reaching out to start-ups and SMEs interested 

in ocean biodiversity. The European Maritime Day is the EU’s annual event dedicated to 

maritime affairs and the development of a sustainable blue economy, organized by the 

European Commission.  

Plenary sessions of the event (22–23 May 2025) are available on YouTube 

 More about DiverSea: https://www.ntnu.edu/diversea/  

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-diversea-integrated-observation-mapping-monitoring-and-prediction-for-functional-biodiversity-of-coastal-seas/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-diversea-integrated-observation-mapping-monitoring-and-prediction-for-functional-biodiversity-of-coastal-seas/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLN2NKcBV0aKzMrWKAy0wRkcVc77t5gEzb
https://www.ntnu.edu/diversea/


 

Horizon EU | Pathways2Resilience: Co- developing Pathways Towards Climate Resilient 

Regions in Europe 

 

 

In the first half of 2025, AUEB advanced the Pathways2Resilience (P2R) process by supporting 

four regions, completing all capacity-building activities, and guiding the delivery of their 

Baseline Reports in July. 

At the European Urban Resilience Forum (EURESFO), AUEB and P2R joined partners including 

CDP, Climate-KIC, Ecointerfaces, and SERCO/ESA to address barriers to scaling adaptation 

finance. Key takeaways included the need for de-risking mechanisms, public-private funds, one-

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-peers-co-developing-pathways-towards-climate-resilient-regions-in-europe/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-peers-co-developing-pathways-towards-climate-resilient-regions-in-europe/


stop financing hubs, and stronger links between governance, finance, and community 

wellbeing. 

At ECCA 2025, P2R introduced the Adaptation Investment Cycle (AIC) — a framework that puts 

finance at the core of adaptation planning. Kostas Dellis (AUEB) and Kit England (PWA) 

showcased Climate Resilience Investment Plans (CRIPs), which turn adaptation pathways into 

bankable projects, supported by a Catalogue of funding sources, instruments, and best 

practices. Through its Support Programme, P2R provides regions with capacity building, 

technical assistance, and tools like the Adaptation Finance Innovation Lab and Cost of Inaction 

models to align adaptation with economic and social goals. 

 

 

Horizon 2020 | ARSINOE: Climate Resilient Regions Through Systemic Solutions and 

Innovations 

 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-arsinoe-climate-resilient-regions-through-systemic-solutions-and-innovations/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-arsinoe-climate-resilient-regions-through-systemic-solutions-and-innovations/


 

 

First Place at IEEE VR 2025 for ARSINOE Project 

We are thrilled to share that the Athena Research Center team won First Place at the 32nd IEEE 

International Conference on Virtual Reality in the Best 3DUI Demo category for our ARSINOE 

project! 

Led by Akrivi Katifori and her team, the demo “From Dystopia to Eutopia: Transforming Urban 

Environments Through Collaborative Decision-Making in Arsinoe VR” tackles the urban heat 

island effect through an immersive social VR experience. By exploring dystopian and sustainable 

futures, participants collaborate as experts to design solutions for urban resilience. 

Watch the project video here: https://lnkd.in/dA3XiAP7 

 

https://lnkd.in/dA3XiAP7


Interactive Session – ARSINOE VR Demo at the International Conference on Sustainable Cities 

As part of the International Conference on Sustainable Cities: Interdisciplinary Approaches held 

at the Athens University of Economics and Business on June 27, 2025, the ATHENA RC ARSINOE 

team organized an interactive closing session on Digital Tools for Public Engagement and 

Education. 

The session featured a live demonstration of ARSINOE’s virtual reality platform, showcasing 

how immersive technologies can enhance public engagement and education for sustainable 

urban transformation. The demo was led by Dr. Akrivi Katifori (National and Kapodistrian 

University of Athens & ATHENA Research Center). 

 

Horizon 2020 | IMPETUS: Dynamic Information Management Approach For The 

Implementation Of Climate Resilient Adaptation Packages In European Regions 

 

 

IMPETUS Webinar Series – 18 July 2025 

Assessing the Impact of Nature-Based Solutions in Cities: A GIS Social Cost-Benefit Analysis Tool 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-impetus-dynamic-information-management-approach-for-the-implementation-of-climate-resilient-adaptation-packages-in-european-regions/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-impetus-dynamic-information-management-approach-for-the-implementation-of-climate-resilient-adaptation-packages-in-european-regions/


On 18 July 2025, as part of the IMPETUS Webinar Series, Dr. Nikolaos Nagkoulis and Dr. Conrad 

Landis presented the new GIS SCBA tool developed within the IMPETUS Project, designed to 

assess the impact of nature-based solutions in urban environments. 

REGILIENCE Training Program – 23 July 2025 

 On 23 July 2025, AUEB team participated in the REGILIENCE Training Program, showcasing 

innovative tools developed under the ARSINOE and IMPETUS projects, with a focus on practical 

applications for resilience and sustainable urban transformation. 

 

 



Horizon 2020 | BRIDGE-BS: Advancing Black Sea Research and Innovation to Co- 

Develop Blue Growth within Resilient Ecosystems 

 

 

Resees, Research Laboratory AUEB is excited to announce that at European Ocean Days, it 

was recognized for its work on the BRIDGE Black Sea project!  

As the leader of Work Package 6, which focuses on Socio-Economics and Social Innovations, 

Resees, Research Laboratory AUEB was honored for its Mission Ocean Charter within the 

BRIDGE-BS LivingLabs in the BlackSea. This award underscores its commitment to co-developing 

innovative solutions in collaboration with local communities, promoting the sustainable growth 

of the Black Sea’s Blue Economy. 

A special congratulations to AUEB’s Principal Investigator, Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, and our 

team members Alice Guittard (who accepted the award on behalf of the team), Eleni Toli, 

and Panagiota Koltsida, for their dedication to sustainability and innovation in the Black Sea! 

Learn more about the BRIDGE Black Sea project here:  

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-bridge-bs-advancing-black-sea-research-and-innovation-to-co-develop-blue-growth-within-resilient-ecosystems/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-bridge-bs-advancing-black-sea-research-and-innovation-to-co-develop-blue-growth-within-resilient-ecosystems/
https://www.dept.aueb.gr/en/ReSEES
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/events/european-ocean-days-2025-2025-03-03_en
https://bridgeblacksea.org/
https://www.aueb.gr/en/faculty_page/koundouri-phoebe
https://ae4ria.org/members/alice-guittard/
https://ae4ria.org/members/toli-eleni/
https://ae4ria.org/members/koltsida-panagiota/


 

 



Erasmus+ SUSTAINET: Empowering Local Governance for Sustainable Economic Growth 

through a network of Green Business Innovation Hubs 

 

 

Kick-off Meeting of the SustaiNet Erasmus+ Project | Empowering Local Governance for 

Sustainable Green Growth 

On 20–21 May 2025, the University of Limassol hosted the in-person kick-off meeting of the 

SustaiNet Erasmus+ project, coordinated by the Athens University of Economics and Business 

under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri. 

The project, which officially launched online on 20 March 2025, brings together partners from 

Greece, Cyprus, and Bulgaria to empower local governments and SMEs, strengthen 

sustainability, and foster green innovation. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/kick-off-meeting-of-the-sustainet-erasmus-project-empowering-local-governance-for-sustainable-green-growth/


 

 

 



ERASMUS+ | BuildSkills Academy: Academy for Transitional Skills in the Build 

Environment 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce a major achievement in our Erasmus BuildSkills Academy project — 

the official launch of the BuildSkills Platform (BSP)! The BSP was fully designed and developed 

by our team at Athens University of Economics and Business — Eleni Toli, Panagiota 

Koltsida, Ebun Akinsete (PhD), and Stavroula Samara (BSc, M.A.) — under the leadership of 

Principal Investigator (PI) Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri. 

This free, user-friendly platform supports Vocational Education and Training (VET) providers 

across Europe in adapting their curricula to the green and digital transition in the construction 

sector. 

What does the BSP offer? 

• Self-assessment of new or existing courses 

• Skills gap analysis for construction occupations 

• Quality assurance insights to enhance training programs 

• Guided recommendations for curriculum improvements 

• Skills Explorer with nearly 300 skills relevant to green and digital construction 

The platform is open to all VET providers — start exploring with just a simple 

registration:  https://platform.buildskillsacademy.com/ 

https://ae4ria.org/erasmus-buildskills-academy-academy-for-transitional-skills-in-the-build-environment/
https://ae4ria.org/erasmus-buildskills-academy-academy-for-transitional-skills-in-the-build-environment/
https://ae4ria.org/members/toli-eleni/
https://ae4ria.org/members/koltsida-panagiota/
https://ae4ria.org/members/koltsida-panagiota/
https://ae4ria.org/members/akinsete-ebun/
https://ae4ria.org/members/samara-stavroula/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://platform.buildskillsacademy.com/


 

Erasmus+ | CATALYST: European VET Excellence Centre for Leading Sustainable Systems 

and Business Transformation 

 

 

Empowering Professionals to Lead the Transition to Sustainable Production 

The CATALYST project launches a six-month Circular Economy Specialisation Programme to 

help professionals embed circular practices in their organisations and lead sustainable 

transformation. 

Highlights: 

• Tools for circular production and business models 

• Leadership skills for strategic change 

https://ae4ria.org/erasmus-catalyst-european-vet-excellence-centre-for-leading-sustainable-systems-and-business-transformation/
https://ae4ria.org/erasmus-catalyst-european-vet-excellence-centre-for-leading-sustainable-systems-and-business-transformation/


• Training in circular KPIs, green finance & data-driven decision-making 

• Flexible modular structure with mandatory and elective courses 

Targeted at managers, production leaders, and procurement teams, the programme equips 

participants to create value through sustainability, innovation, and resilient supply chains. 

Learn more via the CATALYST platform. 

On 31 March 2025, CATALYST hosted an exclusive online webinar on Business Transformation in 

Southeast Europe, bringing together experts and practitioners from Greece, Bulgaria, and 

Cyprus. 

The discussion focused on how sustainability, cleantech entrepreneurship, and digital 

innovation can drive business transformation, and highlighted the new opportunities emerging 

for SMEs and industry leaders in the carbon economy. 

Key topics included: 

• The impact of EU sustainability policies on business transformation 

• Scaling cleantech ventures and fostering innovation 

• Digital solutions for sustainable infrastructure 

• Opportunities in the carbon economy 

The webinar was organised in the framework of the CATALYST project, which supports SMEs 

and professionals through free training courses on sustainability, circular economy, and business 

innovation.  

 

https://catalystplatform.eu/
https://lnkd.in/dqi9vZZy


NAVgreen | Green Maritime Industry 

 

 

Our team at the Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) leads several tasks 

including Investigating the directions of the Green Deal in order to maintain the methodology 

and work of the project within its priorities. Moreover, AUEB will assess the environmental 

benefit and the general carbon footprint along the value chain of the shipping activities. 

 

https://navgreen.gr/en/


HIGHLIGHTS & RESEARCH PROJECTS under Sustainable Development 

Unit/ "Athena" Research Center 

 

HORIZON EU | SMARTER: Systemic Transformation Towards Local and Regional Climate 

Resilience 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-smarter-systemic-transformation-towards-local-and-regional-climate-resilience/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-smarter-systemic-transformation-towards-local-and-regional-climate-resilience/


Kick-off Meeting of the SMARTER Project – Building Regional Climate Resilience 

10–12 June 2025 | Ostend, Belgium The AE4RIA–ATHENA RC team joined the kick-off of the 

SMARTER project (Horizon Europe – Mission on Adaptation to Climate Change). Representing 

the team, Dr. Anni Triantafyllidou presented work on the Climate Adaptation Lab of Western 

Greece. Led by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, with Dr. Theofanis Zacharatos, Dr. Konstantinos Dellis, 

and Dr. Triantafyllidou, the team contributes to socio-economic analysis, resilience indicators, 

and modelling support.  

SMARTER aims to support a transformative change needed for systemic climate adaptation by 

addressing these cross-sectoral interdependencies. To achieve this, we set up 10 Climate 

Adaptation Labs, spread over Europe, in which we develop and demonstrate a systemic 

approach, including supporting tools at the local and regional scale. Learn more 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/kick-off-meeting-of-the-smarter-project-building-regional-climate-resilience/


 

HORIZON EU | CO-WATERS: Coalition of Waterfront Cities, Regions and Islands 

 

CO-WATERS – Coalition of Waterfront Cities, Regions and Islands for Mission Ocean and Waters, 

our new Horizon Europe project supporting the EU Mission “Restore our Ocean and Waters”, 

officially launched in June 2025. 

Over the next four years, CO-WATERS will empower waterfront cities, regions, and islands to 

lead the transition toward clean, healthy, and resilient waters. Bringing together 17 partners 

and 6 pilot territories, the project will provide: 

• Tailored tools and training 

•  Peer-to-peer learning and twinning activities 

•  Advisory support on funding and transition planning 

•  A new Mission Ocean and Waters Label recognising excellence and local progress 

Acting as a bridge between the first and second implementation phases of the Mission, CO-

WATERS will strengthen cooperation, knowledge exchange, and local engagement to accelerate 

the restoration of Europe’s ocean and waters. 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-co-waters-coalition-of-waterfront-cities-regions-and-islands/
https://co-waters.eu/home


Our team at ATHENA RC, led by Professor Phoebe Koundouri as Principal Investigator, will host 

the Secretariat of the CO-WATERS Coalition and lead the long-term sustainability strategy of 

the initiative, ensuring the coalition continues to operate beyond the lifespan of the project. 

 

22 - assessment survey: https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/cowatersneedsassessmentsurvey  

HORIZON EU | FoodCoP: Fuelling Startup Villages with Circular Bioeconomy Strategies 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/cowatersneedsassessmentsurvey
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-foodcop-fuelling-startup-villages-with-circular-bioeconomy-strategies/


Launch of the FoodCoP Platform: A New Era for Rural Food Systems! 

We’re excited to announce the launch of the FoodCoP Platform, a digital space to empower 

those working to make rural food systems across Europe more sustainable, inclusive, and 

innovative. The platform is a key part of the FoodCoP (Fueling Startup Villages with Circular 

Bioeconomy Strategies) project, a HorizonEurope-funded initiative aimed at strengthening rural 

areas. It offers a community-driven space for connection, learning, and action. 

What can you do on the platform? 

• Access curated resources on rural innovation, circular bioeconomy, and food systems 

• Participate in an interactive forum for knowledge exchange 

• Network with others working on similar challenges 

• Promote and discover relevant events 

The platform is for anyone working on sustainability, innovation, or rural development — 

including those in policy, research, entrepreneurship, and community action. Register now for 

free: www.platform-foodcop.eu 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/foodcop/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foodcop/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=horizoneurope&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7313132857118359553
http://www.platform-foodcop.eu/


 

HORIZON EU | CARMINE: Climate- Resilient Development Pathways in Metropolitan 

Regions of Europe 

 

 

CARMINE Project General Assembly Meeting: Advancing Climate-Resilient Development in 

European Metropolitan Regions 

From March 18–20, the CARMINE Project General Assembly at the Academy of Athens gathered 

32 partners from 11 countries to advance climate-resilient urban development. Led by Prof. 

Phoebe Koundouri our team focuses on Living Labs, digital twins, and vulnerability assessments 

to support sustainable metropolitan futures. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-carmine-climate-resilient-development-pathways-in-metropolitan-regions-of-europe/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-carmine-climate-resilient-development-pathways-in-metropolitan-regions-of-europe/
https://carmine-project.eu/
https://ae4ria.org/carmine-project-general-assembly-meeting-advancing-climate-resilient-development-in-european-metropolitan-regions/


 

 

 



 

 

Horizon EU | CHOICE: Mainstream Mitigation pathways for a climate- conscious 

change inthe food system 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-choice-mainstreaming-integrated-assessment-models-by-embedding-behavioural-change-and-actor-heterogeneity-and-increasing-their-outreach-to-citizens-communities-and-industrial-actors/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-choice-mainstreaming-integrated-assessment-models-by-embedding-behavioural-change-and-actor-heterogeneity-and-increasing-their-outreach-to-citizens-communities-and-industrial-actors/


Women in Climate Action – Featuring Professor Phoebe Koundouri 

CHOICE project spotlighted Professor Dr. Phoebe Koundouri as part of its Women in Climate 

Action series, highlighting women driving sustainability transitions across research, policy, and 

innovation. A leading economist, Professor Koundouri pioneers interdisciplinary approaches to 

the interaction between nature, society, and the economy. Read her interview here  

 

HORIZON EU | MariTech Talent Project 

 

 

https://www.climatechoice.eu/2025/04/21/women-in-climate-action-featuring-professor-prof-phoebe-koundouri/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-eu-maritech-talent/


First MariTechEU Online Training: A New Era of Intrapreneurship for Maritime Professionals 

On February 27, MariTechEU launched its first online training, kicking off an intrapreneurial 

journey for maritime professionals. Prof. Phoebe Koundouri shared insights on sustainable 

shipping, digitalization, and green technologies, highlighting AE4RIA’s role in Horizon Europe’s 

MariTech Talent Project, which fosters green and digital upskilling in the maritime sector. Learn 

more. 

 

 

MariTech Consortium Brings Together Industry and Startups for Maritime Innovation 

On March 13, the EU-funded MariTech Talent Program hosted an event at AUEB, bringing 

maritime professionals, startups, and industry stakeholders together to explore digital and 

green transformation. Led by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, the program focused on cybersecurity, 

alternative fuels, and sustainability, featuring workshops, startup pitches, and collaboration on 

real-world maritime challenges. Learn more. 

https://maritech-node.eu/
https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-launches-first-maritecheu-online-training-a-new-era-of-intrapreneurship-for-maritime-professionals/
https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-launches-first-maritecheu-online-training-a-new-era-of-intrapreneurship-for-maritime-professionals/
https://maritech-node.eu/
https://ae4ria.org/maritech-consortium-brings-together-industry-and-startups-for-maritime-innovation/


 

 



 

Horizon EU | ΜΑΙΑ+: Maximising impact and accessibility of European climate 

research 
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4th MAIA Resilience EU Workshop – Shaping Europe’s Sustainable Energy Future 

On April 29, 2025, ATHENARC team hosted the 4th MAIA Workshop at the Athens University of 

Economics and Business, as part of the Hydrogen Conference on Shaping Europe’s Sustainable 

Energy Future. 

This in-person event brought together over 130 participants — from policymakers and 

researchers to industry leaders and civil society — for an engaging exchange on hydrogen’s 

pivotal role in Europe’s clean energy transition. Learn more  

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-μαια-maximising-impact-and-accessibility-of-european-climate-research/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-μαια-maximising-impact-and-accessibility-of-european-climate-research/
https://www.aueb.gr/en
https://www.aueb.gr/en
https://www.aueb.gr/en/node/29777
https://www.aueb.gr/en/node/29777
https://ae4ria.org/4th-maia-resilience-eu-workshop-shaping-europes-sustainable-energy-future/


 

Horizon 2020 | DOORS: Developing an Optimal and Open Research Support system to 

unlock the potential for blue growth in the Black Sea (BS) 

 

 

Opening DOORS to the Black Sea: A Milestone for Sustainability & Innovation 

On March 27, 2025, the H2020 DOORS Project was showcased at the European Parliament in 

Brussels, hosted by MEPs Victor Negrescu and Ștefan Mușoiu. Athena Research Center, led by 

Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, was represented by Lydia Papadaki. The project unites 37 

institutions to address climate and human impacts on the Black Sea, advancing digital twins, 

Blue Economy growth, and stakeholder engagement for a sustainable future. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-doors-developing-an-optimal-and-open-research-support-system-to-unlock-the-potential-for-blue-growth-in-the-black-sea-bs/
https://ae4ria.org/horizon-2020-doors-developing-an-optimal-and-open-research-support-system-to-unlock-the-potential-for-blue-growth-in-the-black-sea-bs/
https://ae4ria.org/opening-doors-to-the-black-sea-a-milestone-for-sustainability-innovation/


 

 

 

Spotlight on DOORS Black Sea: Shaping the Future of the Black Sea 

The Athena Research Center team, led by Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, with Dr. Ebun Akinsete 

and Lydia Papadaki, contributed to the DOORS Black Sea project in Bucharest. Ebun and Lydia 

presented innovation pathways for a sustainable Blue Economy at the Final Conference (6 

May) and helped shape next steps at the 5th General Assembly (7–8 May). Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/spotlight-on-doors-black-sea-shaping-the-future-of-the-black-sea/


 

 



 

ERASMUS+: EXCEED – Excellence in Green and Digital Manufacturing 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/erasmus-exceed-excellence-in-green-and-digital-manufacturing/


EXCEED Talks on the Green and Digital upskilling and reskilling in COVEs 

On 4–6 February 2025, VET professionals and project partners met in Oulu for the third EXCEED 

Progress Meeting, hosted by OSAO VET School and co-organized with the project’s Policy 

Board. Voula Samara (Athena RC) and Mr. Athanasios Tsagatakis (Ministry of Education) 

represented Greece, joined by HELMEPA trainers collaborating with Athena RC on a new course 

on shipping decarbonization. 

The program included site visits to the University of Oulu’s FabLab, Sähkö-Rantek Oy, and VTT’s 

PrintoCent, showcasing innovation in digital fabrication, automation, and smart manufacturing. 

Participants also explored Finland’s competence-based VET model through guided tours at 

OSAO. 

Workshops covered EQAVET principles, progress on five new higher VET curricula, and 

strategies to strengthen VET–industry partnerships. The meeting marked another important 

step in advancing innovative, future-focused training pathways across Europe. 

 



Conferences, Events & Workshops 

 

Santa Chiara Lab – Steering Committee Meeting 

 

On Tuesday, January 29, as a member of the Steering Committee of the Santa Chiara Lab – 

Università di Siena, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri had the pleasure of attending its official launch at 

the lab’s headquarters in the historic Porta Romana area. The Santa Chiara Lab has been, since 

its inception, a center dedicated to fostering connections and hybridization between different 

https://santachiaralab.unisi.it/it
https://santachiaralab.unisi.it/it
https://phoebekoundouri.org/about/


fields of knowledge, a facilitator of relationships between the business world and academia, and 

a place for cross-disciplinary training, hospitality, and sharing. Their day was filled with inspiring 

discussions, lab visits (Santa Chiara Lab; LabVR UNISI; Farming Lab; Packaging Lab; Kitchen Lab; 

Fondazione Siena Food Lab) and engaging presentations, concluding with the inauguration of 

new laboratories at the Scientific Center of San Miniato. Learn more  

Launch Event of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network & SustainChain™ 

Partnership 

On February 3rd, SDSN and SustainChain™ launched their partnership at Columbia University, 

bringing together 250+ members to advance SDG collaboration through an AI-driven platform. 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri shared AE4RIA’s contributions of 100+ research projects and tools, 

showcasing scalable solutions and engaging its global network. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/santa-chiara-lab-steering-committee-meeting/
https://ae4ria.org/launch-event-of-the-sustainable-development-solutions-network-sustainchain-partnership/


 

 



Unknown Aspects of the Freedom Struggle:Cultural Heritage and Sustainable 

Management in the Indian Knowledge System 

On February 2nd, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri delivered the keynote at IIM Sambalpur’s 

International Seminar on cultural heritage and sustainable management. She presented the 

work of the SDSN Global Climate Hub, chaired under AE4RIA, which develops climate neutrality 

strategies through policy, technology, finance, and AI-driven tools, alongside a training hub to 

build stakeholder capacity. Learn more 

 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri on Climate Resilience and Human Security at Strategic 

Foresight Workshop 

On February 27 in Athens, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the First Strategic Foresight 

Workshop on Emerging Security Challenges in the 21st Century, addressing climate change and 

human security. She also presented her team’s new Springer Nature study introducing an AI-

driven tool that maps Human Security strategies to the SDGs. Read here. 

Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/unknown-aspects-of-the-freedom-strugglecultural-heritage-and-sustainable-management-in-the-indian-knowledge-system/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s43621-025-00883-w
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-on-climate-resilience-and-human-security-at-strategic-foresight-workshop/


 

 

EU Climate Pact National Event 2025 in Athens 

On February 21, as EU Climate Pact Ambassador, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the EU 

Climate Pact National Event in Athens, highlighting the role of climate finance in resilience and 

adaptation. She stressed the need to reform global finance, shared SDSN Global Climate Hub 

initiatives, and emphasized sustainable finance as a catalyst for the green transition. Watch 

here. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/umrvbC4caxA4?t=110
https://www.youtube.com/live/umrvbC4caxA4?t=110


 

 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Moderates Panel on Women’s Entrepreneurship at Finnish-

Hellenic Workshop 

On March 5, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri moderated a panel on women’s entrepreneurship at the 

Finnish-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce Workshop in Athens. Joined by leading voices from 



business and academia, she stressed the need to accelerate progress on gender equality, 

drawing on findings from the 2024/25 Europe Sustainable Development Report. Read the report 

Learn more 

 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Joins ICCN’s Special Scientific Committee on Climate Change 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri has joined the International Climate Councils Network (ICCN), 

representing Greece on the Hellenic Ministry of Environment’s Special Scientific Committee on 

Climate Change alongside Prof. Christos Zerefos and Prof. Costas Synolakis. Launched in 2021, 

ICCN connects climate councils worldwide to share knowledge, best practices, and strengthen 

efforts to tackle climate change Learn more 

https://eu-dashboards.sdgindex.org/
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-moderates-panel-on-womens-entrepreneurship-at-finnish-hellenic-workshop/
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-joins-iccns-special-scientific-committee-on-climate-change/


 

Women Climate Leaders Network (WCLN) Celebrates Its First Anniversary at the EIB 

Group Forum 2025 

At the EIB Group Forum 2025 in Luxembourg, the Women Climate Leaders Network (WCLN) 

celebrated its first anniversary. Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, part of the Greening SMEs and Green 

Innovation working group, co-developed a paper outlining strategies to accelerate green 

investment for SMEs, featuring AE4RIA tools—Metrix for ESG reporting and AI Skills for 

workforce upskilling. She emphasized science-based approaches to guide profitable, resilient 

sustainable transformations. Read the full paper 

Learn more 

 

AE4RIA Partners with GAGE for Two-Day Climate Finance Training to Equip Members 

with Key Skills and Strategies 

On February 18–19, AE4RIA, under Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, partnered with GAGE to deliver a 

two-day climate finance training for member states. The program equipped policymakers and 

stakeholders with tools to access, mobilize, and leverage climate finance, covering funding 

mechanisms, project planning, and engagement with major funds like GCF and GEF. 

https://www.eib.org/en/press/news/women-climate-leaders-network-marks-first-anniversary-with-insights-to-accelerate-green-investment-activities
https://ae4ria.org/women-climate-leaders-network-wcln-celebrates-its-first-anniversary-at-the-eib-group-forum-2025/


 

AE4RIA’s Meeting on Greece’s Sustainable Port Transformation 

On March 11, AE4RIA met with Greece’s Ministry of Maritime Affairs, Climate-KIC, HRADF, and 

the Hellenic Ports Association to explore collaboration within the DeepDemonstration initiative, 

advancing sustainable, low-carbon maritime hubs aligned with the European Green Deal. Learn 

more 

 

European Climate Pact Annual Event 2025: Together in Action 

On March 19, the European Climate Pact annual event in Brussels gathered activists, 

policymakers, and organizations to drive a climate-neutral Europe. Dr. Ioannis Arampatzidis 

presented our H2020 Climate Impetus project, where RESEES, led by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, 

develops innovative finance and insurance tools to boost climate resilience. Learn More 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4rias-march-11th-meeting-on-greeces-sustainable-port-transformation/
https://ae4ria.org/ae4rias-march-11th-meeting-on-greeces-sustainable-port-transformation/
https://ae4ria.org/european-climate-pact-annual-event-2025-together-in-action/


 

 

Fostering Climate Resilience: Key Takeaways from the Dialogue on Resilience Forum 

On March 20, the Dialogue on Resilience Forum in Athens brought 100+ Greek mayors together 

to discuss climate adaptation. Prof. Phoebe Koundouri highlighted financial strategies, 

integrated planning, and the SDSN Global Climate Hub’s role in supporting urban resilience. 

Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/fostering-climate-resilience-key-takeaways-from-the-dialogue-on-resilience-forum/


 

 



 

Lecture on Stakeholder Engagement Approaches at the BRIDGE-BS Winter School 

On March 20th, 2025, Ms. Lydia Papadaki (Athens University of Economics and Business, 

Athena Research Center) delivered a lecture on stakeholder engagement at the BRIDGE-BS 

Winter School in Athens. Her session covered Multi-Actor Forums, systems innovation, 

stakeholder mapping, and innovation pathways. 

Our teams at Athena Research Center and Resees AUEB, led by Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri, 

actively contribute to the DOORS Black Sea and BRIDGE-BS projects. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/lecture-on-stakeholder-engagement-approaches-at-the-bridge-bs-winter-school/


 

 

Evaluation of Entrance Fee Policy and Socioeconomic Impacts at the Alonissos-

Northern Sporades National Marine Park 

On March 17th, 2025, Alonissos hosted the First Multi-Stakeholder Forum on the 

socioeconomic impacts of the Alonissos-Northern Sporades Marine Park, organized by AE4RIA 

under Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri. Local community members, authorities, NGOs, and 

academics collaborated to assess ecosystem services, identify challenges, and co-create 

strategies balancing environmental preservation and local well-being. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/evaluation-of-entrance-fee-policy-and-socioeconomic-impacts-at-the-alonissos-northern-sporades-national-marine-park-2/


 

 

 

Leading Perspectives on Water Security webinar by Frontiers 

On March 10th, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri joined a Frontiers Town Hall webinar on water 

security with Profs. Joyeeta Gupta, Amber Wutich, and Juergen Scheffran. She highlighted 

systems innovation and data-driven governance for sustainable water management and 

discussed her 2025 paper on systems-thinking innovations for water security, referencing the 



SDSN Global Climate Hub’s work on modeling, digital tools, and participatory approaches. Learn 

more 

 

 

4th International Conference on Transdisciplinary Multispectral Modelling and 

Collaborative Strategies for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage at the Eugenides 

Foundation 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the 4th International Conference on Transdisciplinary 

Modelling for Cultural Heritage (April 7–9, 2025), presenting “Integrated Assessment of 

National Climate Neutrality Commitments” and stressing the link between climate policy and 

cultural heritage preservation. 

As Chair of the UN SDSN Global Climate Hub, she highlighted scientific modeling, stakeholder 

engagement, and digital decision-support tools for resilient, climate-neutral strategies, 

emphasizing the value of tangible and intangible cultural heritage. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/leading-perspectives-on-water-security-webinar-by-frontiers/
https://ae4ria.org/leading-perspectives-on-water-security-webinar-by-frontiers/
https://ae4ria.org/4th-international-conference-on-transdisciplinary-multispectral-modelling-and-collaborative-strategies-for-the-preservation-of-cultural-heritage-at-the-eugenides-foundation/


 

 

The EU Ocean Accounts Workshop in Brussels 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri participated in the EU Ocean Accounts Workshop in Brussels (9–10 

April 2025), focusing on Valuation of Marine Ecosystem Services to support evidence-based, 

sustainable marine governance. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/the-eu-ocean-accounts-workshop/


 

Dr. Konstantinos Dellis Delivers Keynote Speech on Communicating Sustainability and 

Green Transition at Skillskamp in Kozani 

On April 11, Dr. Konstantinos Dellis (AE4RIA) delivered a keynote at the Skillskamp on 

Sustainability and Green Transition in Kozani, highlighting AE4RIA’s research, EU project 

outcomes, and the role of innovation and communication in driving systemic change and 

behavioral shifts for a sustainable future. Learn more.  

 

 

AMEF 2025 Conference 

AE4RIA at AMEF 2025 Conference, University of Macedonia. Lydia Papadaki presented on 

maritime decarbonization, and Dr. Ioannis Arampatzidis discussed Greece’s climate-aligned 

https://ae4ria.org/dr-konstantinos-dellis-delivers-keynote-speech-on-communicating-sustainability-and-green-transition-at-skillskamp-in-kozani/


decarbonization strategies, highlighting AE4RIA’s research driving sustainable transitions and 

data-informed policy. Learn more. 

 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Presents Systems Approach to Food System Transformation at 

Academia Europaea – HUN-REN Interdisciplinary Workshop 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri participated in the Academia Europaea – HUN-REN Workshop in 

Budapest (24–25 April 2025), presenting on integrated assessment models for transforming 

food systems under climate, biodiversity, and food security threats. She highlighted AE4RIA’s 

leadership in FABLE Greece and sustainable pathways for resilient, equitable food systems. 

Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/amef-2025-conference/
http://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-presents-systems-approach-to-food-system-transformation-at-academia-europaea-hun-ren-interdisciplinary-workshop/


 

 

Prof. Koundouri Speaks at AkademyClub London on Sustainability and Systems Change 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri delivered a keynote at the Savile Club, London (7 May 2025) for 

AkademyClub.com, discussing systems transformations for sustainable interactions between 

nature, economy, and society. She highlighted AE4RIA’s work and the need for integrated, 

science-based approaches to drive a just, climate-resilient future. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/prof-koundouri-speaks-at-akademyclub-london-on-sustainability-and-systems-change/


 

 



Prof. Phoebe Koundouri at the SDSN Türkiye Members Conference 2025 

On 21 May 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri participated in the SDSN Türkiye Members 

Conference in Istanbul last week in her capacity as Chair of the SDSN Global Climate Hub and 

Co-Chair of SDSN Europe. 

At the conference, Prof. Koundouri delivered a presentation on “Integrated Climate Modelling: 

Pathways to Climate Neutrality and Resilience,” emphasizing the critical role of science-driven 

policy in advancing a sustainable future. 

 

 

AE4RIA at the Regional Growth Conference 2025 – Highlights from a Week of Impactful 

Dialogue 

This week (12–14 May 2025), AE4RIA researchers from Resees AUEB and ATHENA RC 

participated in the Regional Growth Conference 2025, discussing sustainable regional 

development, climate resilience, and the green transition. 

Dr. Theofanis Zacharatos, Dr. Theo Benos, and Dr. Foivos Papadimitriou presented on 

Agroforestry Land Use and Natural Landscapes, highlighting nature-based solutions and 

integrated policy tools for inclusive, resilient development. 

http://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://sustainability.itu.edu.tr/en/news-detail/2025/06/02/un-sdsn-türkiye-members-and-stakeholders-meeting-held
https://sustainability.itu.edu.tr/en/news-detail/2025/06/02/un-sdsn-türkiye-members-and-stakeholders-meeting-held


Learn more 

 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-at-the-regional-growth-conference-2025-highlights-from-a-week-of-impactful-dialogue/


 

Co-Creating the Future of the Alonissos-Northern Sporades Marine Park: Highlights 

from Our Second Participatory Workshop 

On 19 May, we held our second participatory workshop on the Alonissos-Northern Sporades 

Marine Park, bringing stakeholders together to co-create a vision and discuss socioeconomic 

insights. 

Dr. Conrad Landis and Lydia Papadaki presented ongoing analyses, while participants validated 

valuation attributes, co-developed a shared vision, and discussed the entrance fee system, with 

Irini Afentouli sharing global best practices. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/co-creating-the-future-of-the-alonissos-northern-sporades-marine-park-highlights-from-our-second-participatory-workshop/


 

 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri at the UniCredit Longevity Economic Forum 2025 

On 28 May 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the UniCredit Longevity Economic Forum in 

Milan alongside Nobel Laureates Robert C. Merton and Michael Spence. 

Her talk, “SDGs-Based Transformation to Support Longevity,” highlighted how the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) can guide policies for longer, healthier, and more inclusive lives, 



showing strong links between SDG progress and longevity outcomes across the EU-27. Learn 

more. 

 

 

 

NatCat Summit on the Far-Reaching Impacts of Natural Catastrophes at the Megaron 

Athens International Conference Centre 

On 29 May 2025, Prof. Dr. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the NatCat Summit in Athens on the 

environmental, social, and economic impacts of natural catastrophes. She highlighted the 

need for integrated, strategic approaches to resilience, shared insights from the Global Climate 

https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-at-the-unicredit-longevity-economic-forum-2025/
https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-at-the-unicredit-longevity-economic-forum-2025/


Hub, and emphasized the role of research, innovation, and private sector engagement in 

tackling climate risks. 

The session featured a distinguished panel and was moderated by Evgenia Tzortzi. Learn more 

 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/natcat-summit-on-the-far-reaching-impacts-of-natural-catastrophes-at-the-megaron-athens-international-conference-centre/


Dr. Benos Represents AE4RIA at the Inaugural “Delphi Forum Slemani” 

On 18–19 May, Dr. Theo Benos represented AE4RIA at the inaugural Delphi Forum Slemani in 

Sulaymaniyah, Iraq. In the session “Diplomatic and Economic Alliances: The Path Forward”, he 

discussed climate-resilient agriculture, EU-Iraq trade opportunities, and “Oil for Soil” 

initiatives, highlighting alignment with the EU Soil Strategy 2030. Learn more 

 

Keynote by Prof. Phoebe Koundouri at the University of Florence’s International 

Conference on the Manifesto for a New Economy 

On 5–6 June, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri delivered a keynote at the 2nd International Conference 

– Renaissance in Economics (Università di Firenze) for World Environment Day. She highlighted 

AE4RIA’s work supporting the Manifesto for a New Economy, addressing climate neutrality, 

sustainable oceans, the water–food–energy–biodiversity nexus, and social justice, 

emphasizing integrated solutions for a just and sustainable transition. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/dr-benos-represents-ae4ria-at-the-inaugural-delphi-forum-slemani/
https://ae4ria.org/keynote-by-prof-phoebe-koundouri-at-the-university-of-florences-international-conference-on-the-manifesto-for-a-new-economy/


 

 

Workshop on Sustainability in the Agri-Food Sector 

On 28 May, the EPIGIS V workshop at Ilis Congress Center brought together students, 

academics, and agri-food stakeholders to discuss sustainability challenges and solutions. 

AE4RIA researchers Dr. Theofanis Zacharatos and Maria Chourdaki led sessions, highlighting 

innovation, interdisciplinary research, and collaboration for a green transition in the agri-food 

sector. Learn more. 

 

https://ae4ria.org/workshop-on-sustainability-in-the-agri-food-sector/


 

 

Hydrogen Corridors and the Future of Energy: Prof. Koundouri Speaks at Key Regional 

Summit 

On 18 June 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the Energy Transition Summit: East Med & 

Southeast Europe, co-hosted by the Financial Times and Kathimerini in Athens. 

In the panel “Scaling Green Hydrogen Production and Usage”, she highlighted findings from 

her recent Applied Energy study, showing that hydrogen export corridors from Greece and the 

Balkans to Central Europe could be cost-competitive by the early 2030s. 

She stressed the region’s potential to become a major hydrogen exporter, provided there is 

bold investment in infrastructure and continued innovation to drive down costs and boost 

domestic demand. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/hydrogen-corridors-and-the-future-of-energy-prof-koundouri-speaks-at-key-regional-summit/


 

 

From the One Ocean Science congress to the UN Ocean Conference, from science to 

policy, 2 weeks of momentum for the Ocean in Nice, France. 

AE4RIA actively engaged at UNOC3 in Nice, showcasing work on sustainable blue economy 

(BRIDGE-BS), zero-emissions shipping (GCH tool), maritime skills, and MPA conservation. The 

conference advanced global ocean commitments, with highlights including the launch of the EU 

Ocean Pact, the Digital Twin of the Ocean, and key discussions on blue finance to drive marine 

sustainability. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/from-the-one-ocean-science-congress-to-the-un-ocean-conference-from-science-to-policy-2-weeks-of-momentum-for-the-ocean-in-nice-france/


 

 

Global Perspectives on Critical Minerals and a Just Clean Energy Transition 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, together with Prof. Simone Borghesi (EAERE President), co-chaired a 

WCEREA session on “Critical Minerals and the Just Clean Energy Transition.” 

Scholars from five continents shared insights on ensuring justice, equity, and sustainability in 

the clean energy race. 

WCEREA, chaired by Prof. Koundouri, coordinates global collaboration and the upcoming 

WCERE 2026 in Lisbon (29 June–3 July 2026). Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/global-perspectives-on-critical-minerals-and-a-just-clean-energy-transition/


 

Third Participatory Workshop Advances Vision Validation and Co-Development of 

Sustainable Pricing and Action Plans for Zone A of the Marine Park 

June 19 | Third Participatory Workshop 

 Under the theme “Vision Validation and Collaborative Development of Pricing Models and 

Action Plans,” participants assessed entrance policies in Zone A of the Marine Park, co-

developed fair pricing models, and drafted an action plan. 

Guided by Dr. Theodore Daglis, with contributions from Lydia Papadaki and Eirini Afentouli, the 

workshop emphasized participatory governance and local community engagement for the Park’s 

sustainable future. 

 



 

 



 

AE4RIA at the 2nd International Conference: LEADING AND MANAGING IN THE 

DIGITAL ERA 

AE4RIA at the 2nd International Conference: Leading and Managing in the Digital Era (June 

13–17, 2025) 

AE4RIA joined key discussions on AI, data, and sustainability. Prof. Phoebe Koundouri chaired a 

session on AI for climate and resource management, while Dr. Georgios Feretzakis presented 

research on integrating human security into EU Green Deal policies. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-at-the-2nd-international-conference-leading-and-managing-in-the-digital-era/


 

 

AE4RIA at London Climate Action Week 2025 (21–29 June 2025) 

Dr. Anna Triantafyllidou and Dr. Ioannis Arampatzidis represented Prof. Phoebe Koundouri at 

London Climate Action Week 2025 (21–29 June), presenting AE4RIA and SDSN Global Climate 

Hub work and contributing to discussions on climate action and governance with 30+ council 

representatives from 16 ICCN member councils. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-at-london-climate-action-week-2025-21-29-june-2025/


 

 

Professor Phoebe Koundouri Hosts Visit of H.E. Laurence Auer at Athena Research 

Center 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Head of the Sustainable Development Unit at Athena Research 

Center, hosted French Ambassador Laurence Auer, presenting the Unit’s interdisciplinary 

research on sustainability and its work with AE4RIA. She also introduced the SDSN Global 

Climate Hub, which she chairs, highlighting its role in system-level solutions for climate 

neutrality and resilience. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/professor-phoebe-koundouri-hosts-visit-of-h-e-laurence-auer-at-athena-research-center/


 

 

Keynote Address by Professor Phoebe Koundouri on the Green Transition and 

European Competitiveness 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri delivered a keynote at “The Clock is Ticking Green” organized by EU 

Youth Hub and Europe Direct ELIAMEP Attikis, highlighting the urgency of the green transition 

for a competitive, clean, and circular European economy. She showcased AE4RIA’s 

interdisciplinary work supporting clean energy, circular economy, and sustainable 

competitiveness, and praised efforts to engage youth in shaping Europe’s sustainable future. 

Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/keynote-address-by-professor-phoebe-koundouri-on-the-green-transition-and-european-competitiveness/


 

 

Advancing Global Climate Innovation: AE4RIA at the 14th Systemic Innovation 

Workshop 

Dr. Conrad Landis and Ms. Lydia Papadaki (AUEB) participated in the 14th Systemic Innovation 

Workshop in Pohang, Korea (3–4 July 2025), while Prof. Phoebe Koundouri delivered a keynote 

on integrated basin-scale water modeling. 

The workshop focused on carbon-neutral urban transitions, covering steel decarbonization, 

green mobility, and decentralized energy. Landis and Papadaki contributed expertise on climate-

aligned transitions and collaborative innovation, informing initiatives to be showcased at 

COP30. Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/advancing-global-climate-innovation-ae4ria-at-the-14th-systemic-innovation-workshop/


 

 

 

July Meeting at the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences 

On 28 July 2025, the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences, led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs under the 

Fraternal Economy Program, convened global leaders to call for renewed ethical 

multilateralism. The final statement outlines a shared vision for peace, justice, and 

sustainability rooted in solidarity and the common good. Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/july-meeting-at-the-pontifical-academy-of-social-sciences/


 

World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS) @65 Conference 

Day 1 of the World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS) @65 Conference: Advancing Global 

Solutions for the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

WAAS@65 Conference – Opening Panel on SDGs 

 

On 21 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri moderated the WAAS@65 opening panel “Global 

Solutions to Raise the World’s Platform – The UN SDGs.” 

She stressed the urgency of collective action, noting that only 17% of SDG targets are on track 

(2025 Sustainable Development Report). Prof. Koundouri also showcased systemic 

transformation models from AE4RIA and the SDSN Global Climate Hub, offering integrated 

pathways to climate neutrality and SDG-aligned development. 

Panelists included Christian Hansmeyer (Force for Good), Dr. Chantal Line Carpentier 

(UNCTAD), Amanda Ellis (ASU Global Futures Lab), and Prof. Dr. Thomas Reuter (University of 

Melbourne). Learn more 

https://ae4ria.org/day-1-of-the-world-academy-of-art-and-science-waas-65-conference-advancing-global-solutions-for-the-un-sustainable-development-goals/


 

Day 2 of the World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS@65) Conference 

WAAS@65 – Panel on Climate Change 

On 22 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri chaired Panel 6A: “Planetary Consensus for 

Addressing the Challenges of Climate Change” at WAAS@65. She presented the SDSN Global 

Climate Hub’s integrated pathways for halving emissions by 2030 and achieving net-zero by 

2050. 

The panel explored climate strategies in the context of biodiversity loss, inequality, and global 

economic challenges, featuring experts like Yannis Ioannidis (ACM), Ketan Patel (Force for 

Good), Anders Wijkman (Club of Rome), and Massamba Thioye (UNFCCC Global Innovation 

Hub). Learn more 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Speaks at WAAS@65 Conference – Day 3 World Academy of Art and 

Science 

WAAS@65 – War and Peace Panel 

https://ae4ria.org/day-2-of-the-world-academy-of-art-and-science-waas65-conference/


On 23 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the interdisciplinary panel “War and Peace – 

Issues of Thought and Analysis”, moderated by Dr. Luci Attala and Prof. Fadwa El Guindi. She 

highlighted the need for systems transformation to address interconnected crises—geopolitical 

conflict, inequality, climate change, and biodiversity loss—ensuring sustainable interaction 

between society and nature. 

Panelists included Prof. Jelel Ezzine, Prof. Louise Steel, Prof. Vesna Vucinic, and Prof. Dr. 

Thomas Reuter. Learn more. 

 

Day 3 of the World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS@65) Conference 

WAAS@65 – Job Security & Economic Inequality Panel 

On 23 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri moderated the session “Strategies to Address Job 

Security and Economic Inequality” at WAAS@65. She highlighted the threats of growing job 

insecurity, widening inequality, and AI-driven disruption, calling for inclusive policies and 

sustainable labour markets aligned with SDG 8. 

Panelists included Prof. Grigoris Zarotiadis, Prof. Randall Wray, Azita Berar, and Dr. Daljeet 

Singh Gahle, who discussed cooperative labour policies, full employment, technology 

governance, and shared responsibilities in reducing inequality. Learn more 

 

https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-speaks-at-waas65-conference-day-3-world-academy-of-art-and-science/
https://ae4ria.org/day-3-of-the-world-academy-of-art-and-science-waas65-conference/


Prof. Phoebe Koundouri Contributes to the Closing Plenary Session of the WAAS @65 

Conference 

WAAS@65 – Closing Plenary 

On 24 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke at the WAAS@65 Closing Plenary, emphasizing 

the SDGs as a science-based roadmap to tackle interconnected climate, ecological, social, and 

economic crises. She highlighted global disparities, fiscal constraints in low-income countries, 

and the urgent need to reform the Global Financial Architecture to channel $30 trillion toward 

emerging economies. 

Prof. Koundouri also noted the Seville Commitment from FFD4 as a framework for consensus-

driven global financial reform. The session was moderated by Janani Ramanathan and featured 

Ketan Patel, Mila Popovich, and Garry Jacobs. Learn more 

 

Presentation at the 2nd International Sociohydrology Conference, Tokyo 

On 21 July, Lydia Papadaki presented at the 2nd International Sociohydrology Conference in 

Tokyo, sharing research from the ERC Water Futures project on “Integrating Living Laboratories 

and Experimental Economics in Water Resource Management.” 

Co-authored with Dr. Ebun Akinsete, Alina Velias, Lazaros-Antonios Chatzilazarou, and Prof. 

Phoebe Koundouri, the study highlights how Living Labs and behavioral experiments can 

strengthen participatory water governance. Learn more. 

 

https://ae4ria.org/prof-phoebe-koundouri-contributes-to-the-closing-plenary-session-of-the-waas-65-conference/
https://ae4ria.org/presentation-at-the-2nd-international-sociohydrology-conference-tokyo/


 

Regional Green Economy Forum (RGEF) 2025 | Tangier, Morocco 

At the Regional Green Economy Forum (RGEF) 2025 in Tangier (24–25 July), AE4RIA was 

represented by Dr. Ioannis Arampatzidis and Dr. Anni Triantafyllidou in two high-level panels. 

Dr. Arampatzidis shared insights from the SDSN Global Climate Hub on Europe’s climate 

neutrality pathways, while Dr. Triantafyllidou highlighted strategies for financing the green 

transition. 

Their contributions reinforced AE4RIA’s role in advancing sustainable urban transformation and 

science-based policy for climate-neutral cities. Learn more. 

 

https://ae4ria.org/regional-green-economy-forum-rgef-2025-tangier-morocco/


 

 

AE4RIA at the III Latin American WAAS Meeting 

On 11-13 August 2025, Senior Researcher Fivos Papadimitriou of AE4RIA – Alliance of Excellence 

for Research and Innovation on Αephoria – delivered an online presentation 

representing Professor Dr. Phoebe Koundouri.His presentation, titled “AI Regulation, the AGI 

Challenge and the Road to ASI” at the III Latin American WAAS Meeting “Democracy, Artificial 

Intelligence and Global Economy” organised by the World Academy of Art and Science. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/fivos-papadimitriou-79a965378/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ae4ria/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ae4ria/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/professor-dr-phoebe-koundouri-55a90627/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-academy-of-art-and-science/


 

AE4RIA Showcases Research on Green Transition and Smart Specialization at ERSA 

2025 in Athens 

AE4RIA participated in the 64th ERSA Conference (26–29 Aug, Athens), where Dr. Anni 

Triantafyllidou presented research on “Green Transition and Smart Specialization: Leveraging 

Attica’s Technological Capabilities for Climate Change Adaptation” (with Prof. Phoebe 

Koundouri, Dr. Konstantinos Dellis, and Maria Chourdaki). 

The study, building on the JRC Partnerships for Regional Innovation, highlights how Attica can 

align its innovation ecosystem with climate adaptation goals through smart specialization, 

patent analysis, and strengthened regional collaboration.Learn more. 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-showcases-research-on-green-transition-and-smart-specialization-at-ersa-2025-in-athens/


 

 



AE4RIA at XVIII EAAE Congress 2025: Advancing Research on Sustainable AgriFood 

Systems 

On August 26–29, 2025, Prof. Ruslana Rachel Palatnik (AE4RIA) spoke at the XVIII EAAE Congress 

in Bonn, presenting her research on microalgae-based β-carotene in the session on 

Environmental Challenges in AgriFood Systems. Learn more. 

 

 

https://ae4ria.org/ae4ria-at-xviii-eaae-congress-2025-advancing-research-on-sustainable-agrifood-systems/


MASS MEDIA & PUBLIC PRESS  

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri’s article as a European Climate Pact Ambassador on Nutritional 

Systems in Greece: Achieving Climate, Biodiversity, and Food Security Goals. Discover the 

intricate connections between food systems and climate change, and explore the challenges 

Greece faces in environmental sustainability. Read the article in Greek here 

 

On the occasion of the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, Prof. Phoebe 

Koundouri shared her interview with Queen.gr. She highlights the challenges women 

researchers still face in STEM and stresses that true gender equality in science is yet to be 

https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://ae4ria.org/nutritional-systems-in-greece-achieving-climate-biodiversity-and-food-security-goals/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.queen.gr/


achieved. Prof. Koundouri calls on women scientists to focus on their vision with passion and 

determination, leaving aside academic and other micro-politics. 

Read the full interview (in Greek) 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri was interviewed by Filis Kaitatzis in Paraskinio Newspaper on tackling 

climate change. She highlights the need for a just transition that protects vulnerable groups, 

addresses energy poverty, and promotes upskilling and reskilling to ensure an inclusive 

distribution of the benefits of the energy transition. 

Read the interview here 

https://www.queen.gr/power-to-inspire/empowerment/story/305677/foivi-kountoyri-oi-gynaikes-erevnitries-eksakolouthoyn-na-antimetopizoun-diakriseis
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.pressreader.com/greece/paraskhnio-9y5h/20250308/282226606485851?srsltid=AfmBOorvSL2vnAjPq1nDy8A0iexmMKq8PZ_6etSbt6j7ygLRTdODWJIt


 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri and Dr. Angelos Alamanos co-authored an article in the special edition 

of Manufacturing Industry for World Water Day (March 22), examining strategies to address 

the “climate change – droughts – floods” cycle. 

Read it here 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri spoke on Naftemporiki TV about the impact of President Trump’s 

tariffs on domestic industry, consumers, and the global economy. She highlighted risks for major 

exporters, the threat to renewable energy, and the wider consequences for sustainable 

development. Watch the interview here 

https://industry-news.gr/industry-world-water-day/?utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=linkedin_organic_post
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=jFLQ2hxmKNEWAoZe&v=BM8L3MbefeA&feature=youtu.be


 

In an interview on 18 April at Η ΝΑΥΤΕΜΠΟΡΙΚΗ | NAFTEMPORIKI TV, Prof. Phoebe 

Koundouri discussed Trump’s round of tariffs and their implications for the global economy. She 

explored the ripple effects on international trade, how uncertainty is impacting markets, and 

what this could mean for Europe moving forward.Watch the full interview here 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, in ΤΟ ΒΗΜΑ newspaper, examines the integration of ESG criteria into 

European policy and corporate strategies. She discusses the compliance challenges faced by 

businesses, the positive effects of improved ESG performance on corporate value, and 

underscores the importance of maintaining the EU’s leadership in sustainable finance. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BAhvxWT9CI


 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, in an interview with NAFTEMPORIKI, discussed Greece’s primary 

budget surplus as a key indicator of economic health and a step toward attracting foreign 

investment. She emphasized the need for balanced fiscal policy, noting that surpluses driven by 

inflation and high VAT require careful evaluation, and any VAT reduction must be sustainable to 

ensure long-term growth and investor confidence. 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri is featured in the National Herald of New York (Ethnikos Kirikas & The 

National Herald Inc.), discussing the global environmental stakes of the ongoing U.S.–China 

rivalry — the world’s two largest polluters. 

In the interview, she examines how the policy choices of these nations shape the future of our 

planet, highlighting the importance of science-based decision-making, regenerative economic 



models, and green innovation. Prof. Koundouri also discusses the work of AE4RIA – the Alliance 

of Excellence for Research and Innovation on Aephoria and the UN SDSN Global Climate Hub 

in supporting ambitious, data-driven climate policy. 

Read the full interview (in Greek) 

 

On 07 June 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri was featured in an interview on ANT1’s 

program “Brave New Greece” with journalist Pepi Tyligadi. The full interview is available to 

watch here. 

During the discussion, Prof. Koundouri emphasized that the circular economy is not only an 

environmental necessity but also a strategic economic priority. She highlighted its critical role in 

generating long-term value for countries, businesses, and citizens alike. 

https://www.ekirikas.com/prasinos-fakelos-ipa-kai-kina-oi-dyo-me/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pepie-tiligadi-25808ba/?originalSubdomain=gr
https://www.antenna.gr/watch/1889092/brave-new-greece-epeisodio-5-sezon-03


 

For World Environment Day, INDUSTRY Manufacturing BOUSSIAS features an article by Prof. 

Phoebe Koundouri, titled “Unified Action and Holistic Strategies for the Climate Crisis.” 

Prof. Koundouri presents findings on how fragmented policies in energy, agriculture, and water 

management undermine Greece’s 2050 climate goals. Her research emphasizes the need for 

coordinated, integrated strategies to support a sustainable and resilient transition. 

https://www.boussias.com/manufacturing/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://phoebekoundouri.org/


 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri contributed to a special tribute on Green and Sustainable 

Development, curated by Ypodomes.com and supported by INTERBETON – TITAN Group. 

In her article, she emphasizes the urgent need for systemic approaches to climate adaptation, 

particularly across the interconnected energy–water–food nexus. 

Read more here 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri discusses the economic and environmental impact of the Middle East 

conflict on Η ΝΑΥΤΕΜΠΟΡΙΚΗ | NAFTEMPORIKI TV — and explains why the transition to 

sustainable energy is more urgent than ever. 

Watch the full discussion here 

https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://ypodomes.com/
https://ypodomes.com/prasini-anaptixi/h-prosarmogi-stin-klimatiki-allagi-apaitei-systimikes-proseggiseis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ROXWsJ03M


 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, in a recent Η ΝΑΥΤΕΜΠΟΡΙΚΗ | NAFTEMPORIKI TV interview, 

discussed the risks of potential U.S. tariffs on European goods and their effects on markets, 

investment, and inflation. She also highlighted the urgent $2.5 trillion annual funding gap for 

achieving the SDGs and the need for integrated economic, social, and environmental progress. 

Full interview (in Greek): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-BSh__Q8gA 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri’s latest article in Voice Business & Politics News examines the global 

economic impact of the Israel–Iran conflict, highlighting rising costs for Greece’s shipping and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-BSh__Q8gA
https://1voice.gr/


tourism sectors. It also features AE4RIA and the SDSN Global Climate Hub, led by Prof. 

Koundouri, in advancing sustainable, science-based solutions. 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri’s article in OPA News, in collaboration with TO ΒΗΜΑ, examines the 

Trump administration’s tariff policy and its economic and social risks for the U.S. and global 

markets. She thanks her colleague Spyros Blavoukos for the editorial invitation and is honored 

to be featured alongside distinguished peers. 

Read the article here 

 

Prof. Phoebe Koundouri recently gave an interview to Liberal – Φιλελεύθερος Εκδοτική Α.Ε. on a 

challenging yet highly significant topic: U.S. tariffs and their wider economic implications. 

She is grateful for the opportunity to contribute to public understanding of such a complex 

issue. 

The full article is available here 

https://www.aueb.gr/el/opanews/
https://www.tovima.gr/
https://www.aueb.gr/el/opanews/oi-pragmatikoi-kindynoi-ton-dasmon-toy-tramp
https://phoebekoundouri.org/
https://www.liberal.gr/etiketes/fileleytheros
https://www.liberal.gr/synenteyxeis/anataraxeis-apo-toys-dasmoys-stin-eyropaiki-oikonomia-oi-epiptoseis-stin-ellada


 

On 26 July 2025, Prof. Phoebe Koundouri told ERT News that Greece’s recurring droughts and 

floods are worsened by climate change, degraded landscapes, and inadequate infrastructure. 

She stressed that scientific solutions exist, but political inaction hinders progress. 

Her article for 360info, “Running dry, then underwater: Greece’s path to building resilience 

against climate threats”, explores these issues in depth. 

For additional news and press coverage, please visit our website here 

https://www.ertnews.gr/
https://360info.org/
https://360info.org/running-dry-then-underwater-greeces-path-to-building-resilience-against-climate-threats/
https://360info.org/running-dry-then-underwater-greeces-path-to-building-resilience-against-climate-threats/
https://ae4ria.org/category/public-press/


SELECTED PUBLICATIONS  

 

NEW BOOK:  

• ΘΕΩΡΙΑ ΑΠΟΦΑΣΕΩΝ με Εφαρμογές στη Χρηματοοικονομική, edited by Phoebe 

Koundouri and Nikitas Pittis, Diplografia Publications  

Upcoming Books in 2025: 



 

 

Koundouri, P., Pittis, N., & Samartzis, P. (Eds.). (forthcoming). Uncertain evidence, probabilistic 

logic, and the limits of economic rationality. Elements series in environmental and natural 

resources economics. Cambridge University Press. 

Koundouri, P. (Ed.). (forthcoming). Elgar companion to the economics of the sustainable 

development goals. Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Lafortune, G., & Koundouri, P. (Eds.). (forthcoming). Elgar companion to Europe and the 

sustainable development goals. Edward Elgar Publishing.  

Peer Reviewed Articles 

1. Borghesi, S., Koundouri, P., & Nøstbakken, L. (2025). Undermining Academic Freedom 

and Environmental Research in the US: How European Institutions and Researchers can 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-025-01024-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10640-025-01024-7


Fill the Gap. Environmental and Resource Economics. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10640-

025-01024-7 

2. Alvisi S., Franchini M., Marsili V., Mazzoni F., Salomons E., Housh M., … Zou J. 

(2025). Battle of Water Demand Forecasting. Journal of Water Resources Planning and 

Management, 151(10), 04025049. doi:10.1061/JWRMD5.WRENG-6887 

3. Daglis, T. (2025). An analytical study of design market signals through online trends and 

stock price dynamics. Decision Analytics Journal, 100606. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dajour.2025.100606 

4. Zacharatos, T., & Theodoridis, P. (2025). Consumer Behaviour and Food Waste in Greece: 

Insights from 2012 to 2024. Encyclopedia (Vol. 5, Issue 2, p. 42). MDPI AG. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/encyclopedia5020042 

5. Benos, T., Sergaki, P., & Kalogeras, N. (2025). When less is not more: Restraining internal 

opportunistic behavior in cooperatives. Journal of Co-operative Organization and 

Management, 13(1), 100260. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcom.2025.100260 

6. Madsen, T., Kountouris,I., Bramstoft,R.,  Koundouri, P., Keles, D., European or National-

Level Emission Reduction Policy?-Effectiveness and Energy Systemimplications. Applied 

Energy, Volume 388, 125672. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apenergy.2025.125672 

7. Koundouri, P., Aslanidis, P. S., Dellis, K., et al. (2025). Mapping human security strategies 

to sustainable development goals: A machine learning approach. Discover 

Sustainability, 6, 96. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-025-00883-w 

8. Seyhan, K., Dürrani, Ö., Papadaki, L., Akinsete, E., Atasaral, Ş., Özşeker, K., Akpınar, H., 

Kurtuluş, E., Mazlum, R. E., Koundouri, P., & Stanica, A. (2025). Bridging the gaps for a 

thriving Black Sea Blue Economy: Insights from a multi-sectoral forum of Turkish 

stakeholders. Frontiers in Marine Science, 12, 
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Global and National Implementation of the SDGs require Non-state actors – including 

companies, cities, regions, financial and educational institutions – to take rigorous and 

immediate action. 

AE4RIA metrix offers tools and solutions  which refer to the downscaling of the UN SDSN 

frameworks and the quantification of the ESG and SDG footprint of Companies in line with 

CSRD. Our decision-making tools assist companies in developing their pathways towards 

sustainability, creating true value, far beyond compliance. 

AE4RIA metrix also covers the development of the harmonized data collection process across 

the value chain, and the development of a database to communicate with the provided tools. 
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We are excited to announce the launch of our new SDG Tracker, a machine learning- based web 

application designed to analyze PDF documents' Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 

content. 

Developed by the Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation on Aephoria (AE4RIA), this 

tool enables users to upload PDF documents and receive an instant assessment of their 

relevance to the 17 SDGs. By leveraging advanced text analytics and natural language 

processing techniques, the SDG Tracker provides detailed insights into how various reports and 

policies align with global sustainability objectives. This innovative, open-access platform is a 

valuable resource for policymakers, researchers, and educators, facilitating a deeper 

understanding of the intricate relationships in sustainable development. 

MEET OUR TEAM: more than 200 talented researchers across Europe! 

 

In this brief video, Professor Koundouri introduces AE4RIA, while some of our team members, 

explaining our key focus areas and showcasing the impactful work we engage in, spanning from 

groundbreaking research to collaborative initiatives. 
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