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Malaysian AI Promoter Goh Peng Ooi Connects Technology and The Times

Goh Peng Ooi , a mathematical genius bom in Penang, was once one of the top 50 richest people in
Malaysia.

Goh Peng Ooi
-Founder and Executive Chairman of Silverake Axis
-Chairman of Al Malaysia

-Advisor of the Technology and Innovation Advisory Committee of the Malaysian Chinese Chamber of
Commerce

-Advisor of the Japanese Alumni Association of Malaysia (JAGAM)

Artificial Intelligence is reshaping the world at an unprecedented speed. Intemationally, there are the "Al
Big Three" who have laid the foundation for the theoretical system, and in Malaysia, there are pioneers
such as Dr. Goh Peng Ooi who have promoted the development of local Al. As the Chairman of Al
Malaysia, he is committed to making Malaysia a regional Al innovation center.

From the global to the local, the development of artificial intelligence is entering a new era. Since the
breakthrough of deep leaming, Al is no longer just a technology buzzword, but a key force that affects
industry, education and national strategy.

2012 is undoubtedly a key turmning point in the history of artificial intelligence development. Goh Peng
Ooi pointed out. That year, Geoffrey Hinton, known as the "godfather of artificial intelligence," led his
team to launch AlexNet, which won the ImageNet image recognition competition and shocked the
global academic community. This breakthrough not only officially kicked off the era of deep leaming,
but also established Hinton's unshakable legendary status n the field of Al

Geoftrey Hinton built an artificial neural network system by simulating human brain neurons, which

completely revolutionized the research paradigm of artificial intelligence. He is also known as the source
of Open Al thought. In 2024,

Hinton won the "Nobel Prize in Physics" for his pioneering contribution in the field of intelligent
simulation. The award also marks that the status of artificial intelligence in scientific research has been
elevated to an unprecedented level of importance.

As amajor promoter of artificial intelligence in Malaysia, Dr. Goh Peng Ooi, Chairman of the Malaysian
Artificial Intelligence (Al Malaysia), compared the Al academic community to the three major schools
of traditional Chinese martial arts in a unique and vivid way: Wudang, Shaolinand Emei.

Under his humorous interpretation, the "Wudang Clan" represents Hinton, advocating a neural network
training method based on backpropagation, emphasizing the beauty of deep architecture and internal
structure; the "Shaolin Clan" The Al school is led by Richard Sutton, an authority in the field of
reinforcement learning, who emphasizes trial-and-error mechanisms, strategy optimization, and practical
training; while the "Emei School" is dominated by Yoshua Beng10 who advocates the use of
probabilistic modeling to deal with complex problems, and pays attention to the balance between elegant
algorithmic logic and modeling scale.

"These three are collectively known as the three gfants of Al The development of modem Al almost all
steﬁnslfrom the academic foundation they laid. It is difficult to be called true Al without these three
schools



Looking at Malaysia, the Al ecosystem is quietly taking shape, taking shape, and gradually developing
localized theories, I\l?la_tfonns, and leaders. At present, the Al cornmunglty is mainly driven by two major
organizations, the National Artificial Intelligence Office g\IAIO) and Malaysia Artificial Intelligence (Al

alaysia), and Dr. Goh Peng Ooi is the chairman of the latter and one of the earliest pioneers in the
country to engage in Al research.

Speaking of the application level, Goh Pen% Ooit pointed out that Eloin Musk 1s a benchmark for the
commercialization of Al. He used Al techno ogy to give birth to a series of breakthrough products such
as autonomous driving, rocket control, and bramn-computer interface. But he also often emphasized that
although Al can help business, it cannot be applied to national governance.

Al can assist humans in analysis and decision-making, but in the face of ethical, political and cultural
complexities, human judgment must still be retained. "

As for the core concept of Open Al it is to "condense” the world into a model: using language as the
boundary and logic as the framework to generate new knowledge structures from data. ability to
"create something out of nothing" 1s the most amazing thing about Al. And the process from "0 to 1" is
the most difficult and revolutionary leap in the field of artificial intelligence.

"0 is discovery, 1 is definition and generation."
Goh Peng Ooi also used a figurative metaphor to interpret the meaning of "'1"":

"What s 1? Justlikewrap ing an apple with plastic wrap, putting it in a microwave and shrinking it into
aunified body, thatis 1.’ PREAD . e .

Looking at Malaysia, the Al ecosystem is quietly taking shape, taking shape, and gradually developin;
loca]jze%theories};n platform leagers. e s s g e

He emphasized that the future hope of Al in Malaysia 1s focusing on the University of Malaya (UT AR%
At present, Al Malaysia 1s working in de}])th with UTAR, committed to building a complete
ecosystem covering talent training, mode

_ development, technology incubation and industry
mplementation.

"It can be said that the next important leap forward in Malaysia's Al is likely to be born in UTAR."
Imagination strengthens mathematical understanding and application

The Silverlake Group's founder and executive chairman Goh Peng Ooi said in an interview recently that
the future world will be dominated by artificial intelligence. Without artificial intelligence, mathematics
will become difficult to understand.

As a mathematical genius, Goh Pen% Ooit has put forward unique insights into mathematics: Although
mathematics seems complex and profound, its essence is actualll§sr very simple - it is a kind of imagination.
He recalled that when he was a child, he loved martial arts novels and unrestrained personality This often
makes him indulge in fantasy. Although there is a distance between imagination and reality, it is this
ability to break away from the framework that breeds infinite possibilities. "Although mathematics is far
away from reality, it is closest to imagination. Wild imagination may make people lost and lazy, but its
advantage is that everything is possible." In his view, imagination will not only not weaken mathematical



thinking, but will strengthen its understanding and application. Goh Peng Ooi pointed out that such
complex issues, whether from a logical or philosophical pemipegnv_e, are difficult to have an absolute
answer. Only with the help of imagmation and the extension of thinking can the world continue to move
forward. Talking about the evolution of the global economic system, he pointed out that the gold
standard system established in 1945, although 1t has many restrictions, it helps maintain fiscal discipline.
"Without the gold standard, there is no real money." He believes that the real tuming point began with the
Vietnam War—this war without economic returns seriously hollowed out the US fiscal reform.
"Although capitalism defeated communism 1deolo%c_ally, it did not deliver the rewards it deserved at the
economic level. ” Goh Peng Ooi pointed out that Nixon’s ending of the gold standard in 1971 and the
adoption of fiat currency was a profound turning point in the global financial order. ““Printing money is
actually .borrovwr.l%(from the next generation.” He said that the business world 1s full of uncertainty, and
Borrowing and risk management are its basic logic. “Without risk, there is no growth.” He recalled that
the United States had achieved technological miracles with capital and innovation—from airplanes to
microwave ovens, but many economic difficulties today are often rooted in political misjudgments.
“The Vietnam War messed everything up. The gold standard was abandoned, and the economy was
maintained by printing money, entering an era of paper wealth.” However, he also pointed out that
everything has two sides. Although the collapse of the gold standard has led to currency flooding and
debt surges, it has also promoted a deep transformation of global ideology.

He recalled that in middle school, Mao Zedong’s quotations were the only truth, and society was highly
unified and seemingly stable, but in fact it obliterated freedom of thought and was superficial harmony in
exchange for homogeneity. Today, the transition from unity to diversity is a profound cognitive
revolution and value reconstruction. The Soviet Union collapsed in 1990, while China had already taken
a pragmatic approach in 1987 when Den%Xlaopmg promoted reform and opening up. The phrase "A
cat whether white or black that can catch mice is a good cat" marks China's transition to a market
econo]_gqﬁi. On the surface, this is an adjustment of the communist system, but in Goh Peng Oot's view, it
is the infiltration of capltaflst logic: even communists are using capitalist methods to achieve their goals.

This is the same as his understanding of mathematics. He believes that the first lesson in learmnin,
mathematics 1s to understand that "there is no absolute". Even the most rigorous system cannot avoid se
-contradiction, as revealed by Godel's icompleteness theorem: a system cannot prove its own
completeness. "Life is the same - there is no absolute right. There is no etemal truth."

Goh Peng Ooi concluded that obsession with perfection often only leads to obsession; and true wisdom
is to find the direction ot;progress in contradictions, understand the essence of the world in change, and
understand the essence of the world in change.
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